
Ideas for Working with Pre-readers
•	 Keep small pieces of scratch paper handy so you can quickly write a word  

for a child to copy.

•	 If a child is struggling with an activity that calls for writing a word, write  
the word using dotted lines so he or she can trace it. 

•	 Form pairs to solve puzzles. Encourage children to help one another—there’s  
no need to cover their papers so others can’t copy!

•	 If you observe a child struggling to work independently on an activity, offer  
to be his or her partner. If many are struggling, work as a group to complete  
the activity. 

•	 If a child seems frustrated by writing an answer, suggest that he or she draw  
a picture of the response or act it out. You also might offer to write what the  
child dictates to you. 

•	 Offer old family-friendly magazines with pictures that cane be cut out and  
used to illustrate a response or complete a project. 

•	 When a child is trying to sound out a word, don’t be too quick to jump in  
and help. Whether he or she finally decodes the word or you provide it, affirm  
the new skill or reading and how hard the child is trying.


