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Family Connections

Find time to explore these questions as a family after each session.

Session 1
•	 What does vocation mean?
•	 What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ? 
•	 What does God call Christians to do or be?
•	 Who in your life is participating in God’s work in the world? How did he or she hear God’s call? How 

has responding to God’s call changed him or her? 

Session 2
•	 Do you have to be a pastor to serve God?
•	 How have you been involved in doing God’s work in the world through the church? What were your 

favorite experiences?
•	 How has your church family helped you discover and develop the gifts God has given you?
•	 What can we accomplish when we work together using the gifts God has given us? What happens 

when someone doesn’t use his or her gifts?
•	 When have you had what felt like a nearly impossible task to do? What made it possible for you to do 

it? How did a community’s gifts and involvement make it possible?

Session 3
•	 Is serving in church the only way to serve God?
•	 When have you been in the right place at the right time to help someone? How did that feel?
•	 When have you looked to your faith to make difficult decisions? What did you do?
•	 How do you know something might be a call from God to do something?

Session 4
•	 How do you make space in your life to listen for God? 
•	 What makes it easier or harder for you to make space in your life to listen to God?
•	 What does God’s voice sound like? Have you heard God’s voice?
•	 When are you most able to hear God or experience God’s presence?
•	 How could you prepare yourself to hear God’s voice more?
•	 How can your community of faith help you listen for God’s voice and God’s call in your life?
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Session 1 Faith Statement
In baptism, the church celebrates the renewal of the covenant 
with which God has bound us to God’s very self. By baptism, 
individuals are publicly received into the church to share in its 
life and ministry, and the church becomes responsible for their 
training and support in Christian discipleship. When those 
baptized are infants, the congregation, as well as the parents, 
has a special obligation to nurture them in the Christian life, 
leading them to make, by a public profession, a personal 
response to the love of God shown forth in their baptism.

	 —Confession of 1967 (9.51), 
Inclusive Language Text
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Three Circles

When you were in first 
grade, what did you want to be 

when you grew up? 

Web Resource 3a  680502

What in the world  
attracts your curiosity? What  

things do you pay attention to when  
you hear them in the news or in conversation? 

What hopes do you have 
for situations in your community 

and around the world that need some 
good news (e.g., cure for lung cancer, 

an end to homelessness)? 
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This Call’s for You
Characters:
	 • Receptionist
	 • Ringtone (person who can make the sound of a telephone ringtone)
	 • People being called: Maria, Lonnie, Sarah, Sam, Eva, Juan, Heeja, Tony

The receptionist sits at a table with a telephone. The ringer sits below or beside the table. The people 
being called can be around the meeting space, pretending to receive the transferred calls on cell 
phones.

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Maria) This call’s for you, Maria. 

Maria: 	 Hello. 	Yes, I know the test scores are low for that school. It’s a shame . . . But I don’t have 
a child in school. You want me anyway? Spend one evening a week reading with kids?  
. . . Well . . . I could do that, I guess. 

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Lonnie) This call’s for you, Lonnie!

Lonnie: 	 Hello. Yes, I heard they are going to reduce bus service. That’s awful for people who 
don’t have cars! You want me to get signatures on a petition? Come to a city council 
meeting? . . . Well . . . I could do that, I guess. 

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Sarah) This call’s for you, Sarah.

Sarah: 	 Hi, Susie. How’s it going? Yeah . . . My dad really wants me to go into business. But ever 
since we visited that orphanage in San Paulo during J-term last year, I’ve been thinking 
what I really want to do is work with children. It seems to give me a sense of purpose. 
What’s that? Be a Young Adult Volunteer for a year after I graduate? I hadn’t thought 
about that . . . 

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Sam) Sam’s Heating and Cooling.  
Hey, Sam. You haven’t left yet, have you? This call’s for you! 

Sam: 	 Hello. This is Sam. You don’t have any heat? Three kids. Well, I was headed home . . . 
Where are you? OK. I’ll be there as soon as I can. 
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This Call’s for You (continued)

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound)

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Eva) This call’s for you, Eva. 

Eva: 	 Hello. Meals on Wheels? Yes. I’ve heard of that. What do I have to do? Take a hot noon 
meal to shut-ins and make sure they’re OK? Well . . . I suppose I could give it a try. 

Ringtone:	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Juan) This call’s for you, Juan. 

Juan: 	 Yes. I’ve read over those reports you sent. I see you’re saving the company a bunch of 
money and that’s appealing. However, cutting corners on maintenance like this is just 
plain wrong. People are going to get hurt. I can’t go with that. 

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Heeja) This call’s for you, Heeja. 

Heeja: 	 Hello. You need nurses really badly out there? Well . . . I’m really settled here. Sure. I 
understand and I really feel for you but . . . Well . . . OK. Send me the information and 
I’ll think about it. 

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

Receptionist: 	(answering the phone and transferring the call to Tony) This call’s for you, Tony. 

Tony: 	 Yes. This is he. Ministry? Like being a pastor? Me? Sure, I love my church. But I was 
thinking about going into business with a friend—great investment prospects. Really . . . 
Well . . . OK. I’ll talk with my pastor about it. 

Ringtone: 	 Ring! Ring! (or appropriate ringtone sound )

All: 	 THIS CALL IS FOR YOU!

Adapted from “This Call Is For You,” a skit written by the PC(USA)’s Office of Christian Vocation. Used by permission.
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Session 3 Faith Statement
A person responds to God’s call to faith in Jesus Christ through 
Baptism and through life and worship in the community of 
faith. Persons respond to God’s call to discipleship through the 
ministries of God’s people in and for the world. Persons respond 
to God’s call to honor and serve God in every aspect of human 
life[:] in their work and in their play, in their thought and in their 
action, [and] in their private and in their public relationships.

God hallows daily life, and daily life provides opportunity for 
holy living. As Christians honor and serve God in daily life, 
they worship God. For Christians, work and worship cannot be 
separated.
	 —Book of Order (W-5.6002–5.6003)
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Interview Questions

Is your current job an occupation or a vocation? How would you define the difference?

What drew you to your current job? 

How do you hope your work in this position will affect the world? How does it share the good news of Jesus Christ?

How did you come to be in this position? Did you always think you would be doing this? 

What jobs did you have before this one? 

When you were in elementary school, what did you want to be when you grew up?

Who have been your mentors?

How has your faith affected your jobs and career decisions?

How has your church community helped you know the kind of job to have?

How could your church community support you in your career or help in your work?

How do you see your work as part of God’s work in the world?
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Who’s in Your Balcony?

There was a young girl who tried really hard 
in school, but never quite achieved the grades 
she hoped for. No matter how much tutoring 
she endured or how many hours she spent on 
homework, she never seemed to be able to 
make more than a C average. Almost every 
day after school, she would study with her 
grandfather. Whenever she brought home a 
report card, she was always disappointed that 
she never saw any A’s or B’s. Her grandfather, 
however, would always celebrate her report 
card by posting it on the refrigerator and 
preparing her favorite dinner. Though she 
seemed to always be disappointed, she knew 
that she was loved and her efforts were noticed. 
	
As the girl grew older, she found that few 
people had the same opinion of her grades. 
In high school, teachers would give her a 
hard time for not trying hard enough on the 
homework and not studying hard enough for 
the tests, even though she was still studying 
with her grandfather every day after school. 
Guidance counselors advised her that she didn’t 
have good prospects for college or for landing 
a good job. Some classmates felt sorry for her, 
but the majority of them ignored her and made 
fun of her, even though she was always nice to 
everyone. When she told her grandfather what 
people said, and of their doubts, he just smiled 
and assured her it would be OK.
	
The semester before high school graduation, 
her grandfather became ill and wasn’t able to 
help her study. He hardly got out of bed much. 
Her grades suffered, her sunny disposition 

darkened, and everyone started to doubt that 
she would graduate. 

She managed to barely pass her final exams 
and, on graduation night, she nervously 
paraded into the school’s auditorium. The seats 
on the main floor were filled with teachers and 
graduates, and the balconies were overflowing 
with family, friends, balloons, and noisemakers. 
As each graduate crossed the stage, family and 
friends from all over the auditorium clapped 
and made noise. Some graduates received 
louder celebrations than others, but everyone 
seemed to have a group of supporters. The girl 
became more anxious. When it was her turn to 
cross the stage, who would clap for her? After 
all, she really didn’t have that many friends.
	
As she walked up the side stairs, she steadied 
herself for the silence that she feared would 
meet her big moment. She crossed the stage 
and, from the edge of the second balcony, a 
lone pair of hands started clapping, as an old 
gentleman stood up and called her name. She 
looked up and saw her grandfather looking 
as happy as if he had graduated high school 
himself that day. 
	
Her classmates saw the lone man cheering for 
her and they began to clap for her, too. She 
proudly walked across the stage with a diploma 
in her hand.
	
Who’s in your balcony?	


