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Welcome to POINT Training

Our Schedule for the Day

* 12 pm - Welcome and Devotional

* 12:10 pm - Follow Me Overview and A Look Inside Honor
God's Diversity unit

* 1:05 pm - Feedback and Conversation:
Now and What’s Next for Christian Education

 1:45 pm - New Resources for your congregation

* 3 pm - Presbyterian Mission Agency resources with
Stephanie Fritz from the Office of Christian Formation O O
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Welcome to POINT Training

Announcements

* Take breaks and eat when you need to.

e Slides will be in the POINT Resource Library by
the end of this week.

* POINT Summary 2022 is in the POINT Resource

Library now. You can take this back to your
presbytery.

* This training is being recorded. You can access
the recording next week via the POINT Facebook

group.
* |[f you don’t know about our Facebook Group or

the POINT Resource Library, our POINT FAQ video
link is in the chat.
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Hope

POINT Devotional Time
February 2, 2022
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OPENING RITUAL

L: Where do we hear of hope?
P: Those who place their hope in the Lord

L: Will renew their strength and mount up with wings like
eagles.

P: Surely, | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord,

L: plans for your welfare and not for harm,
P: to give you a future with hope.

L: On this day, let us find ways to hear hope.




Hearing Hope Through Music
* What songs or hymns give you

hope?

* What songs help you remember
that God is with you and you are
not alone?




Those Who Place Their Hope...

Those who place their hope in Los que esperan en Jehova

God nuevas fuerzas tendran
will renew their strength volaran con poder como
with joy aguilas.

they will fly with eagle’s wings //Correran sin desmayarse
and go higher cantaran sin fatigar

they will run and not be weary Oh Senor enséhame
they will sing and not get tired en Ti a esperar.//
Teach me Lord, to always put

my hope in You.




Closing Litany

One: When we feel lost,
Many: hope is the rope
One: helping us find our way home.

One: When things are beyond our control,
Many: hope is the rope
One: keeping us secure.

One: In the darkness of the night,
Many: hope is the rope
One: giving us something to hold on to.

One: When we feel alone,
Many: hope is the rope,

One: with strands that bind us together,
helping us comfort and strengthen one another.
Many: Thank God for the gift of hope.
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Follow Me Overview
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I A living faith is so much more

P F I I than simply believing in God.
o ° w e Jesus called all sorts of people
to follow him to God, showing

concrete ways to love God
and one another. When we do

these actions together, faith

q . develops, lives change, and
v \ - communities transform. '




Follow Me

36 units, over three years, are based
on practices Jesus did, embodied,
and taught his followers.

Each session explores an aspect of
the practice through Bible study, how
it’s been practiced through time, and
how practiced today.

Personal, communal, worship, and
global practices are included.

Units are four sessions in length,
except for a six-session unit each
year, ideal to be used during Lent.

YEAR 2 PRACTICES
(2022-2023)

Published July 2021
Follow Jesus

Welcome All

Confess

YEAR 3 PRACTICES
(2023-2024)

Available July 2022
Honor Sabbath
Pray

Forgive

Available July 2023
Take Up Your Cross
Worship God

Feed Others

Published October 2021
Hope
Baptize
Live in Community

Available October 2022
Go Tell
Lament
Do Justice

Available October 2023
Do Not Fear
Overcome Evil with Good

Comfort Those Who Mourn

Published January 2022

Practice Spiritual Disciplines
(six sessions, ideal for Lent)

Practice Joy
Honor God’s Diversity

Available January 2023
Love God, Neighbor, Enemy

(six sessions, ideal for Lent)
Celebrate Communion
Cross Borders

Available January 2024

Clothe Yourselves with Love
(six sessions, ideal for Lent)

Choose Whom You Will Serve

Love Yourself

Available April 2022

Sing a New Song
Make Peace

Practice Generosity

Available April 2023
Make Disciples

Care for Creation

Walk Humbly

Available April 2024

Heal the Sick
Give Thanks
Speak the Truth

D




Confess

Follow Me
=

Components

o

e Colorful infographic poster (18" x 24") for
each unit (set of 12 for each year) and a set of
12 Bible Basic posters (available separately)
Young Children Leader’s Guide (ages 3-5)
Multiage Children Leader’s Guide (ages 6—10)
Youth Leaders Guide (ages 11-18)
Adult Leader’s Guide
Adult Reflection Guide, which can be used
alone or in group study




Follow Me

Inside the Congregational
Guide
The Foundational Essay
Worship Helps
Café Discussion Guides
Intergenerational
Session
Curriculum Connections
Practicing the Practice
at Home
Children’s Worship
Leaflets
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Year 1 Infographic Poster Set

Follow Jesus
Welcome All

Confess

Hope

Baptize

Live in Community
Practice Spiritual Disciplines
Practice Joy

Honor God’s Diversity
Sing a New Song
Make Peace

Practice Generosity
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Live in Community

LET LOVE BE GENUINE ...




Follow Me P

BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT o hd . °Lé;SI‘EMEﬁIST°R'ES
@ i o B Loy
7w, 8 . pg N
i b 00 B b L.
2L g e
s Foy

. THETEN 4 N—r k
COMMANDMENTS o

Set

o g

Books of the Bible T S
Books of the Old Testament
Books of the New Testament
The Ten Commandments
Old Testament Stories
Prophets

Gospels

Stores of Jesus and the Early
Church

Jesus Teaches

Holy Spirit

Baptism and Communion
Lord’s Prayer

it God
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Follow Me

L . S
Blica Practc®

Let’s take a look at
a session. ..

All age levels:
Young Children,
Multiage Children,
Youth,

Adult,

and the
Intergenerational
session in the

follow the same
format.

LEADER’S GUIDE

LEADER’S GUIDE




Follow Me
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Blica Practc®

The Adult Reflection Guide
may be used in an adult

study group along with the
Adult Leader’s Guide.

The Adult Reflection Guide is
also a great resource for
individuals who wish to learn
about a practice as a self-
study or who are unable to
attend group meetings.

Short introductory videos for
each practice with the
Foundational Essay author!
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Small-Scale Package Includes: Large-Scale Package Includes: Individual Guides:
Fo“ow me 1 Congregational Guide 1 Congregational Guide Congregational Guide $45 $40D
1 Multiage Children Leader’s Guide 1 Young Children Leader’s Guide Young Children $35 $30D
1 Adult Leader’s Guide 1 Multiage Children Leader’s Guide Leader’s Guide
5 Adult Reflection Guides (print only) 1 Youth Leader’s Guide Multiage Children $35 $30D
1 Adult Leader’s Guide Leader’s Guide
Small-Scale Package: $120 $100p | 10Adult Reflection Guides (print only) Youth Leader’s Guide $35 $30D

Adult Leader’s Guide $15 $12D
Adult Reflection Guide $8 N/A
(print only)

Large-Scale Package: $220 $200D
How to Order

1. Check out the special size

packages for small scale or Adult Reflection Guides:

large scale use, as well as our * These can be ordered individually. Order one Adult Reflection Guide for each adult participant

*  Bulk pricing is available: 10 or more for $7/guide, or 25 or more for $6.50/guide.

* E-book version of the Adult Reflection Guides maybe be purchased individually or in bulk from Amazon.com.

individually-priced guides.

Order additional Adult Reflection Infographic Poster Sets:
Guides and the Infographic There is one infographic poster for each unit (practice) available in a year (12 posters) $80 (P) $70 (D).
Posters or Poster Sets, as needed. Pos'te.r set§ for each year (Year 1, Year. 2, and Yea'r 3) can be purchased in print or download format.
Individual infographic posters are available only in download format $10 (D only).
A helpful Bible Basics infographic poster set is also available (twelve posters) $80 (P) $70 (D).
2. Choose your format: print or Bulk pricing is available for poster sets 2 or more for $70/set.

download.

Print Curriculum Download Curriculum
3. Place your order! Go to Print pieces will be shipped to you Download pieces will be available immediately when the item is
WWww.pcusastore.com/curriculum once the curriculum is published published. To download your product, go to your account page, click on
or call 1-800-533-4371, Monday— and your order is processed. the Products and Downloads section, and then click on the title of the
_ ! « Individual unit posters are resource you want to download.
Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm EST. available only in download «  Adult Reflection Guides are available only in print form.
format.
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A Look Inside Honor God's Diversity
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Year 1 Units

Year 2 Units

Year 3 Units

Follow Jesus
Michelle Barthel

Honor Sabbath
Jason Santos

Take Up Your Cross
Denise Anderson

Follow MMe

Welcome All Pray Worship God
Lynne Baab Marcus Hong Jen Lord
Confess Forgive Feed Others
Cynthia Campbell Cynthia Campbell Ruben Rosario
Hope Go Tell Do Not Fear
Charlene Jin Lee Tom Long MaryAnn McKibbin Dana
Baptize Lament Overcome Evil with Good

David Gambrell

James Taneti

Angela Cowser

The Foundational Essay

Live in Community
Kathy Dawson

Do Justice
Laurie Lyter Bright

Comfort those who Mourn
Cynthia Campbell

* Authors & Assignments
* Approaches and Aspects

Practice Spiritual Disciplines
Lynne Baab

Love God, Neighbor, Enemies
MaryAnn McKibbin Dana

Clothe Yourselves with Love
Marcus Hong

Practice Joy
Chris Chakoian

Celebrate Communion
Kim Long

Choose Whom You Will Serve
Kerri Allen

Honor God'’s Diversity

Cross Borders

Love Yourself

Justin Reed Laurie Lyter Bright Kate Ott
Sing a New Song Make Disciples Heal the Sick
David Gambrell Lynne Baab Ruben Rosario
Make Peace Care for Creation Give Thanks
Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty Henry Brinton James Taneti
Practice Generosity Walk Humbly Speak the Truth
Bridgett Green Amy Platinga Paw So Jung Kim

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum




Honor God’s
Diversity
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Youth and Adult: Multiage Children

Younger Children

/ 1. Celebrate and Respect 1. See the Image of God 1. See Differences and
Fcllow me God'’s Diversity in All Similarities
v Genesis 1:1-2:1a Genesis 1:27 Genesis 1:1-27
\ J '\‘\ﬂfu, Ll .
;\0&6 "’og 2. Center Voices from the 2. Center the Ones Left Out 2. Listen to Ones Left Out
6)/25/,66[ Pract‘ces Margins Matthew 15:21-28 Matthew 15:21-28
Matthew 15:21-28
3. Work for Liberation 3. Pull Weeds of Oppression, 3. Love Your Neighbor
Four Aspects of While Challenging Plant Seeds of Justice Luke 10:25-37
Honor God’s Diversity: Oppression 1 Timothy 2:11-15
Yy
The challenge of four age groups (Numbers 27:1 - 11
added in adult)
Luke 6:21-30 (1 Timothy
2:11- 15 added in Youth)
4. Use Advantages to 4. Use Your Advantage for 4. Make it Right
Overturn Inequality Justice! Luke 19:1-10

Mark 10:17-31
(Luke 19:1 — 10 added in
Youth)

Mark 10:17-22, 31

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum
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Adult Leader’s Guide and Adult Reflection Guide

Session 1: Celebrate and Respect God’s Diversity
o ow e ° Defining Diversity

” u

Adults work to define “diversity”, “inclusion,” and “equity”.
° Getting Beyond the Binary
Adults discuss the literary purpose of merism and find merisms in Genesis 1.
. Affirming Those Who Are Marginalized
Adults identify words or actions that speak to affirming people on the margins.

Session 2: Center Voices from the Margins
° Making the Invisible Visible
Adults watch a YouTube video about a church that listened to the community and changed its mission focus accordingly.

nghllghts in Adult o Praying Beyond Ourselves

Adults pray from the World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Prayer Circle, using a pray from another country.

Overview video for the unit and each Session 3: Work for Liberation While Challenging Oppression
session by the foundational essay ° Barmen/Belhar Confessions
author, Justin Reed. Adults discuss two church confessions that challenge oppression.

° Growing Up in the #MeToo Movement
Adults watch a video of young girls talking about experiences of mistreatment by boys.

Session 4: Use Advantages to Overturn Inequality
° What is Privilege?

Adults watch a video about privilege and identify advantages and disadvantages they have.
° Using Advantage

Adults brainstorm ways they might use advantages to overturn inequality.

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum



Youth Leader’s Guide

ollow TNe  sesion: cetebrateanarespect Gotspiversie
. Listing Species

Youth list or draw as many species of animals they can and talk about God'’s diverse world.
. It’s All Good

Youth identify all that God saw as good in Genesis 1.
. Celebrating Our Diversity

Youth discuss ways their community does and can honor diversity.

Session 2: Center Voices from the Margins
° Centering Another
Youth practice listening carefully to one another and introduce one another to the group.

Highlights in Youth e  The Roving Listener

Youth learn about a church that listens to the community around it and consider modeling that.

Session 3: Work for Liberation While Challenging Oppression
. Jesus Blesses and Warns
Youth list blessings and woes said by Jesus in Luke 6:20—31 and talk about current implications.
° Fighting Climate Change
Youth watch Greta Thunberg’s speech to world leaders and discuss ways they can have an impact.

Session 4: Use Advantages to Overturn Inequality
° Self-Development of People
Youth read about this program that helps redirect financial resources to organizations led by marginalized groups.

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum



Youth Leader’s Guide

— °Y0|jTuhe Search Q)

ollow Me

= 3 oulube

Features + Resources ~ Watch Pricing Search videos, peopl Q Login

Highlights in Youth

a disaster recovery mission trip,

Making the invisible visible | DeAmon H

Now you can find:
a speaker from a self development group,

an advocacy campaign,

> M @ 2s/s0 ; a place to volunteer,

PBS is an American public broadcast service. Wikipedia []

where your gifts are working

WATCH: Greta Thunberg's full speech to world leaders at UN Climate Action Summit

ways to demonstrate the love of Christ...

One Great Hour of Sharing Engagement Map

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum



Multiage Children Leader’s Guide (ages 6 — 10)

Follow me 1. Session 1: See the Image of God in All
. All the Hands Before Yours: Children investigate clothing, toys, and food labels to find out where items come from and

imagine all the people who have had a hand in them, each created in God’s image.

° Words about God Data: Children investigate a church worship service to find data about the types of words used to
describe God.

. Central Command: Children play a game to determine who is inside and who is outside the circle based on different
characteristics, learning that all are included as children of God.

Session 2: Center the Ones Left Out
° Where Is the Center?: With concentric circles on the floor, children use medieval characters to determine who is in the
. . . center, with power, and who are on the margins, with no power, and what it might be like if those dynamics change.
ngh|lght5 In ° A World without Left-Outs: Children play a reverse musical chairs game to remove the circles and include all.

M uItiage Children Session 3: Pull Weeds of Oppression, Plant Seeds of Justice
° Pull Weeds of Oppression, Plant Seeds of Justice: Throughout the session, children use the metaphor of weeds of
Getting Started oppression and seeds of justice as they explore a difficult Bible text that has been used to oppress women. By naming and
Celebrating God’s Diversity: The figuratively pulling weeds, the children name injustices. They hear stories of children working for justice in a variety of

gpenmg rltua! 1t el sgssmn 15 d ways and consider how they, too, can be planters of justice, supporting one another in their efforts.
litany prompting the children to:

* name something in creation and a Session 4: Use Your Advantage for Justice!
characteristic about it, giving . Advantage Trading Cards: Children create a set of cards highlighting the advantages they have and how they could be used
thanks to God, and to help others.

* be named and invited to describe e Hungry No More! Children learn about food insecurity and food pantries. They use their advantage of knowledge gained to

sc.)r.nethlng about themselves, create posters to educate their congregation regarding food donations
giving thanks to God.

Following Jesus
mmmmmm God'’s Circle: The song “Draw the 1

Circle Wide” with a different video is

used in each session. .
www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum



Multiage Children Leader’s Guide (ages 6 — 10)

The force field P;otects explorers who have shoes
that have shoelaces. . 2

Soopen IR ihe ol | | fSSTpR IR ihe BBl | | fbespeip Ty e BA6G

eeds of Justice

ice ice

Rahab Esther
Joshua 2,6 The book of Esther
Grow Facts: Grow Facts:
\\( @ Rahab is an ancestor of ® Sheand her cousin
= No . 20 Jesus (see Matthew 1:5). Mordecai saved the king
Food pan"y Donation TiPs </ Deborah ® She took big risks to help from being killed.
God’s people. ® Esther risked her life to
Dionatinigto:a local food pantry helps ariyone expenenting food msscurity, Food - @ She had faith and acted speak truth to the king,
6 pantriesgcan always use dZnaths, :ut soyme arepbetter thEn others. Cons?llder ,ﬂ.ﬁﬁ;‘f Emﬂ@ ,&Qﬁh@ @mib on 1t : @ With permstenice;
H ° h I . h t . these tips when donating food and personal care items. L4 Sh: risked her life for ;fa;eryv a"i 'Efe"'ge"'CE-
others. sther saved her people.
I g I g s I n — - Check with your local food pantry: Find out the hours when they accept
7 donations. Askif they accept refrigerated foods and produce if you are interested
[ [ in donating those items. They will also give you a list of what they need most at
Multiage Children
rrrrrrrr Do donate:
8 For healthy food options, look for low or reduced sodium, no salt added, and/or low
or no sugar added, when applicable.
@ Fruits and vegetables: canned vegetables, canned fruits, applesauce, dried |agda|ene Lydia of Thyatira
fruit, canned or boxed 100% fruit juice, canned tomato or pasta sauce Jehn 20:1-18 Acts 16:11-15
,,,,,,,, ® Whole grains: hot or cold cereals, brown or wild rice, pasta, crackers, rice cakes : :
© Protein: canned meat and fish; canned beans; dried beans, lentils, and peas; Grow Facts:
9 nuts and seeds; nut and seed butters, protein bars ne of Jesus’ @ Lydia had a successful
© Dairy: shelf-stable, low-fat powdered or evaporated milk business selling purple
© Staples: flour, spices, salt and pepper, vegetable or olive oil (no glass), broth her money to cloth.

,,,,,,,, © Meals and mixes: boxed meals; canned or boxed stews, chili, soups; mixes that ! ministry. @ She listened well to God
need only water Ined in all four and Paul.
® Snack items: 100% fruit rolls, raisins, graham crackers, pretzels, granola bars soiints of the @ Sheis the first
® Baby items: baby food, formula, diapers, wipes e documented convert to
® Personal care items: toott hbrushes, soap, shampoo, disposabl her by name Christianity in Europe

razors, tampons/pads, hand and body lotion 16)

®

Lydia offered hospitality

Multiage Chi Do not donate: to Paul and his team.

©2022 Growind © Opened, dented, or punctured items
© Expired items

® Refrigerated o frozen items (unless you have checked first)

Glass containers

@ Fruits and vegetables (unless you have checked first)—if donations are
accepted, they should be simple to prepare, able to be used in many different
ways, able to be stored at least one or two days without refrigeration, and be
familiar to most people

® Homemade goods
Unlabeled items

@ Specialty or gourmet items

Resource Page 1 Multiage Children: Session 3—Pull Weeds of Oppression, Plant Seeds of Justice
© g : L

Multiage Children: Session 3—Pull Weeds of Oppression, Plant Seeds of Justice Resource Page 2 4
® is this material.

Resaurces. photocapy i g

Multiage Children: Session 4—Use Your Advantage for Justice! Resource Page 6 61

ng Faith Rescurces. this mateial.

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum



ollow Me

Highlights in
Younger Children

Getting Started

Celebrating God’s Diversity: The

opening ritual in each session is a

litany prompting the children to:

* name something in creation and a
characteristic about it, giving
thanks to God, and

* be named and invited to describe
something about themselves,
giving thanks to God.

Younger Children Leader’s Guide (ages 3 — 5)

1. Session 1: See Differences and Similarities

. Matching Game: Children play a matching game to see how God’s creation and people are similar and different.

° God Made Everything: After hearing the adapted Bible story from Genesis 1:1-27, children explore the Honor God’s
Diversity infographic poster to discover things God created, and “even more!”

. Pronouns: Children explore diversity through pronouns as they hear a story and dance in many different ways.

Session 2: Listen to Ones Left Out
° The Importance of Listening: Children hear a story about listening and hearing the needs of another.
° Listening to Needs: Children look at pictures of people in need and imagine how they might help.

Session 3: Love Your Neighbor

. Bee Kind: Children make bees for a mural as they consider who they can be kind to in their interactions.

° Yellow and Blue: Children hear the story Who Is My Neighbor? by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso (Flyway
Books, 2019) and create pictures of inclusion.

° Something for Everyone Snack Mix: Children make their own sweet and salty snack mix representing similarities and
differences.

Session 4: Make it Right

° Fair vs. Equal: Children learn about the difference between equality and fairness, the first giving everyone the same and
the second giving people what they need.

° Being a Purple Person: Children hear the story The World Needs More Purple People by Kristin Bell and Benjamin Hart
(Random House Books for Young Readers, 2020) and learn five steps to being a person who cares about others.

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum
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Younger Children Leader’s Guide (ages 3 —5)
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Honor God’s Diversity
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Honor God'’s Diversity
Infographic Poster

Early Hours

i “It is very good.”
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@
Congregational Guide

1 Asyou gather, read the other side of this

age about the topic for today- Once
gathered, spend 2 few minutes '\ntroduc\ng
everyone: Pray this prayer of one of your
choosing:
Living God, who comes toUs in many and
varied W0Yy$) open our hearts to recognize

not our own.
the forces of evil that harm Y’

c A
two-si

. O Slded Self . undinspireus to use W ot we have been

in fo m ’ —g ul d e d given for the ﬂourishing of all. Amen- ’
O a I g ro u ’ Read “Finding the Practice inthe gible” and “Finding

O n . p St u d y the Practice en and Now” on the other side of this

e Slde Of th ' pai . Discus
e p a g e h a Read and discUs® reactions t© «gummary of the 4 \Z‘V::t::: :‘11‘:;:7“"“““““ uses advantag®s £9.
S Practice’ °f the other side of th page: » What would you \ike to se€ happen that has not
oooo.oooo peen done

Watch and briefly discuss the Youlube video «/ideo:

ation
abo
of th ut the as
e practice pect
What s Pr'M\ege?" (b\t.\yfFMPriv'\\ege, .56). The I .
Privilege Walk activity is 2 helpful way o see that most 3‘:’?;,;:: 1\’:::::::;(};:‘\]\;/;:: 3\::;::1: :r:ri.
antaf

One si
e side of the page has e

numbe
r
questio ed order of discussio

\nequa\'lty.

Take a few minutes 'lndiv'\dua\\y and jmagine 2 )

continuum petween isadvantag® and advantag® inthe i
table that follows. Dr adot along that continuum T
each of the character'\st]cs \isted, depend}ng onwhere

you thinkyou are.Asa groups iscuss ONe way you

believe @ disadvantag® or advantag® affects You' \ife.

€ inf,
Ome oy 0! e
Peig, .00 t}uP Tepareq
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Congregationa| Guide _________________________________________________

1. Session 1: Affirm People Who Are Marginalized
F II m ° Many hymn texts use binary language (man/ woman) in a way that can leave out those who do not fall neatly into either
o ow e category. Take time in worship to reframe this language, so what when you sing these hymns, you sing these binary
categories as evocative of a spectrum of gender instead of two distinct categories.
° Display or project images of people and stories in Scripture that come from different cultures, showing a wide range of

races, symbols, and artistic styles. A wide range of art is available free of charge through the Vanderbilt Divinity Library’s
& Art in the Christian Tradition website at bit.ly/FMArtLibrary

/’Ca/ PraC‘\c'e Session 2: Center Voices from the Margins
. Let the stories of those in your community come to the forefront. Ask someone to share a testimony during the invitation
to discipleship, or engage their stories as part of the sermon, or invite them to write a prayer.
° Incorporate the voices of those who are outside your community by reading or showing their work as part of your

Highlights in the worship service. Read a poem or story, share a video clip, or listen to a recording from those who might not otherwise
have a voice in your service

Session 3: Work for Liberation While Challenging Oppression

O Hymn suggestions . Worship and action do not have to be separate; as part of the response to the word, bring a service project into worship.

e Litu rgica| actions Packing lunches for hungry neighbors, writing letters to those in prison, or putting together kits for those experiencing
homelessness are simple projects that can be incorporated into (or directly after) your service of worship, reminding
everyone that we are called to live out our faith in the world.

° To do the work of standing up to oppression, we need to be rooted in what we believe. Set up a large piece of fabric with
permanent markers and invite worshipers to write their own belief statements about God'’s call to work for justice to
create a visual, communal affirmation of faith. Display this in the worship space or use it to cover the communion table.

* Liturgies

Session 4: Use Advantages to Overturn Inequality
. In the bulletin or digital display, print a list of “action items” —ways to put the message into action— connected to the
day’s sermon, to give worshipers immediate ideas of how to live out their faith.

www.pcusastore.com/FollowMeCurriculum
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The Unity of Diversity

Congregational Guide

Celebrating God’s Diversity

Leader: God made. ... (a participant suggests an item of creation, such as the moon or
mountains, or a particular body of water or land form, or a particular plant or animal).

Leader: Let’s describe (repeat the item of creation named above).

Various participants:  (Describe the item of creation named above.)

Al Thank you, God, for (-epeat the item of creation named above).

3 SN - LTI M~ cckice Mg,

2

Example: N

Leader:  God made the sun. $

Leader: Let's describe the sun.

Various participants:  It's big. It’s hot. It has solar
flares. |t makes me sweaty. It
provides warmth for the earth.

All: Thankyou, God, for the sun.

G000~ (L3I (€ (L2099

This will be repeated several times, with different suggestions of God's creation.
Then, at your tables, continue with each person at the table:

Tablemates: (Name), you are made in God's image.
Individual:  (The named person says a sentence that describes something about themselves,
such as “| am tall,” or | have green eyes,” or “| like to draw.”)

Tablemates: Thank you, God, for (name of person named above).

]

RN~ CClec TN e ccdecmiinme,
Example:

Tablemates: Rosie, you are made in Gods image.

Rosie: | have curly hair.
Tablemates: Thank you, God, for Rosie.

or
Tablemates: Bennett, you are made in God's image.

Bennett: | like to sing.
Tablemates: Thank you, God, for Bennett.

KRNI N~ a5 390

O3990 ~ (L0 L3299

° All Are Welcome: Participants play rhythm instruments and sing “Let’s Build a House

(All Are Welcome)”

° God’s Big Plan: Participants hear the story of and talk together about the tower of
Babel and how that might have been God’s plan for diversity, a gift instead of a

punishment.

° Many Grains Brought Together: Participants bake various kinds of breads.
° Everyone Plays Games: Participants play different games from around the world.
° Celebrating Communion: The community celebrates communion together.

X

77%
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ssion—The Unity of Diversity

granted to purchasers of this material
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God'’s Big Plan: The Story of Babel

Questions for conversation:

What do you think the world would be like if everyone were the same?

God does not destroy the city or the tower, so the issue is not with a building project; it is more
about the reasons for building. Why do you think God did what God did: create many languages and
scatter people around the world?

* How might what God did in the story of Babel be a gift?

How might diversity be a gift?

v

.

Make sure that everyone at your table has a chance to contribute to the conversation.
Use the “talking stick.” The one holding the stick speaks and then passes it to someone else.
Everyone gets a turn, and anyone has the option to pass.

| Guide: i S

38 Resource Page3 The Unity of Divarsity

&
greg: &
© 2022 Growing Faith Resources. Permission to photocopy is granted to purchasers of this material.
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Highlights in the

° Ways to practice the practice at home
° Conversation starters

Highlights in the

° Ways to practice the practice at home
° Puzzle

° Adapted Bible story

Coloring picture

Congregational Guide

T,
: HE £p
Wer; s, !
Thiy e 5:,’:’4"’@/,, ®
PSiong, boyg o ; s p%’ong/
ivige,, "¢ Aoy, P9 “'Cei&,ue “2en ang "AM
{00kjp,, P the sqcy: 1%ke yoy, ) Vour gy, s LY co
can a8 thrg, tons ¢ M locy), Mily jo What oqe 2
Puz D, eworg, 'ON sT,
fein ,-z':,';""'yo.,,"""g'ha/,;,zskrfks
i1y mapg; PPle j, 1 Words, Meap ¢,
. . ere g, > Malize g, y“"’Co,,,,;,W”“ are g,
Practicing the Practice D Jrorks 4 ::’t’h? Vherg 15 o
::"t Culgy < lots afdfﬂ.u 0 Schog
7, all vy, . Pent O Whey,
P (&3 at Home 1Y therg, 0ot dyor ki ang 2Pl o
S gy 1 Gog
WHAT IS HONOR GOD’S DIVERSITY ABOUT? ha says,,,,i"d‘ﬂﬁ"erg,,“ d
When we recognize and celebrate the different gifts, abilities, and voices in all of creation, 195 i gt W0 Gy 110 v
we honor the diversity in the world that God has created. God embraces our differences as s a fany, " Worigy " Sandyy |
God created all in God’s own image. While the Genesis account of creation poetically rocks aingg o PPOrt 0y 2
back and forth between binaries of day and night, land and sea, light and dark, we know that © do, w],opp'%io,, wh, Other 4, d B
an expansive and diverse world exists where there is also dawn, dusk, marsh, estuary, and 'ger l?"" We b o' Weseq | 3
shades of every color. This wildly imaginative God who is und d as rock, eagle, mother L7 for mey, "€ Out g hat sy | @
hen, and tender father cannot be din a single anth hic pronoun. To honor s or, Naljzeq "85 they = :

the diversity of God, we need to honor the intended diversity of Gods creation by affirming
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liberation of all while

and using

overturn inequalities in the world so that all are seen and treated as full of worth.

THE IMAGE OF GOD IN EVERYONE
Supplies: magazines, scissors, paper, glue

Go through magazines and cut out images that
remind you of God. Use your images to make a family
collage by gluing them on paper. Share with one
another why the images remind you of God. Talk
about how, just as you found images of God in these
‘magazines, the image of God can be found in everyone
you meet!

RESTAURANT (OR SHOPPING) ROTATION
Supplies: internet-connected device

Does your family ever get in a food rut where you
eat the same foods over and over again? Break out of
that rut and honor God's diversity with a restaurant
or shopping rotation. Go online together and research
ethnic and cultural people groups different from
your own that have restaurants or groceries in your
community. Eat or shop for groceries at places from
these communities. What is the same about the food?
What is different?

EQUITY VS. EQUALITY
Supplies: internet-connected device

Depending on the age and interest of children
in your family, watch one or both of the following
YouTube videos to learn about the concepts of equality
and equity. Use the picture at bit.ly/FMEquityPicture
to talk together about what is equal and what is fair
(or equitable) in your experiences at home, family, or
community. Wonder together how you can work for
more equity in the world.

Practicing the Practice at Home
©2022 Growing Faith Re isi

© “Equityvs. Equality” (bit.ly/FMEquityVsEquality,
4:30
© “Fair Is Fair Read Aloud” (bitly/FM~FairlsFair, 4:43)

DIVERSITY WALK
Supplies: a phone with a translation app

God’s diversity is all around us, even when
we don't realize it. Go for a walk or a ride in your
neighborhood and see if you can spot diversity
where you live. Look at the houses and buildings.
Do they all look the same, or is the architecture in
your area diverse and different? Look at the signs in
your neighborhood businesses. Are they all written
in English, or is there a diversity of language? Use a
translation app to look up what signs in a different
language say. Look at the people you see in your
neighborhood. Do the people you see look the same
as or different from your family? End your journey at
an immigrant- or minority-owned establishment for a
snack such as a sweet treat or baked good.

FOLLOW THE MARGINALIZED GROUP
Supplies: internet-connected device

Talk with your family about a marginalized
population that you would like to learn more about.
and support. Have older children do some online
research to find local organizations. Center the
voices of the leadership and membership of this
organization. Help your family reach out to the
organization to get involved.

Note: bit.ly addresses are case-sensitive.
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WAYS TO PRACTICE AT HOME
God is bigger than our language can ever describe. When

we limit God, we restrict God’s creative expression in the world

and who we are made in the image of God. Each person, with all
they are, is a reflection of the creative nature of God. Diversity is
what creation is all about and is to be celebrated.

@ Go to azoo, aquarium, botanical garden, forest, beach,
park, or anywhere you can see the vast diversity of God's
creation. Look for the big and small and in between. Notice
what's wildly creative in color, shape, size, or other features.
Praise God for such an amazing world!

® Makealist of differences and similarities in your family.
Take turns having a family member choose one difference
and one similarity to celebrate each day. It might be a
favorite food or game to play. It could be that everyone

loves the color green and the day is spent green
things! Be creative.

®  Read Whoever You Are by Mem Fox (Clarion Books, 2006) or
watch the YouTube video “Read-Aloud of Whoever You Are
by Mem Fox” (bit.ly/ FMWhoeverYouAre, 3:07). Talk together
about the things that may be different and the things that
are the same about people and wonder why differences and
similarities are each important in our world.

God of us all, thank you for the gift of creation and the
vast diversity you gave the wold, its creatures, and us.
May we apprediate and celebrate our differences and
similarities. Amen.

Note: bit.ly addresses are case-sensitive.
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Now and What’s Next for Christian Education
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What’s happening now?
* How are you using curriculum now in your
congregation?
* What would be helpful in a curriculum at
this time?
* For those using the Follow Me curriculum:
* How’s it going?
* How are you using it?

A o'/\.o
Please choose a scribe to take notes and drop A

them in the Chat and/or email them to: PRIE\ISEER:N;LC;'ZG;\C':EE;'N
ksnyder@presbypub.com
pr W/




Conversation

Future thinking:

* What are you seeing as the future of
Christian education/formation?

* What types of resources would be helpful in
the next five years?

* Please choose a scribe to take notes and drop
them in the Chat and/or email them to:
ksnyder@presbypub.com

PRESBYTERIANS ORGANIZED IN
Nurture & Teaching
e~/




New Resources for Your Congregation
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Korean Language Resources
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Spanish Language Resources
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Accessible Free Resources

RESOURCES
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* wWww.pcusastore.com/ebr

* WWW.crecegraciagratitud.org

 https://www.pcusastore.com
/Pages/Iltem/10603/Ayudas-
litrgicas.aspx
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http://www.pcusastore.com/ebr
http://www.crecegraciagratitud.org/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Pages/Item/10603/Ayudas-litrgicas.aspx

New Resources

Libro de adoracion comun
Edicion pastoral (BCW Spanish

EBR: Mujeres del NT
Women of the OT

Ayudas liturgicas
Liturgical Helps

odnib o esed sefloy

Estudios biblicos reformados

ZNUEVO:
) Ania @ sangre
mujer s Testamentoe
LUC@S==., =-disCipuia : 5
vﬁgszeSU% ministra

bendicion

Muijeres del
Nuevo Testamento

AYUDAS LITURGICAS

27 de noviembre de 2022 / November 27, 022
Adviento 1/ Advent 1(A)

ats

LECTURAS BIBLICAS / BIBLE PASSAGES
% lsaias/ Isaiah 2,1-5

4 Romanos/Romans 13,11-14

4 Mateo/Matthew 2436344

% Salmo/Psalm 122

—ENFOQUE EN: ISAIAS 2,1-5—

Quées lo mis importante que debemos saber?

Este pasaje nos presenta e comienzo de la visidn «de Isaias hijo de Amoz acerca de Judi y de
Jerusaléne. Esta vision nos habla sobre el futuro de Jerusalén v el juicio que Dios pasard sobre Israel,
Fl profeta, en el primer capitulo describe un mundo de infidelidad, desolacion, abuso de la gente

le gusta ¢l dinero, la guerra v ha dejado d ndera
los huérfanes v a las viudas. Los versiculos para este domingo describen como Dios se alzara sobre
todas estas circunstancias y cambiara con su Palabra las circunstancias en las que estd viviendo su
pueblo.

Dénde esta Dios en la Palabra?
Lo que Dios esti tratando de hacer en este momento es
propia vision de gracia. Dios, por medio del pro
una posibilidad para tener una nueva vida Lo vemos en sus pa
dias que el monte de L casa del SENOR serd establecido como cabeza de los montes, y ser
mas que las colinas; y correrin a & todas las naciones. Muchos pucblos vendran y dirin: “Vengan.
subamos al monte del SENOR, a la casa del Dios de Jacob, para que &l nos ensene sus caminos, y
nosotros caminemos por sus sendas™s L 1 de Dios para ol mundo es que su enseiianza
vendra de Jerusalin y que la gente serd transformada por ell mplo de esa transformacion se
so convierten en arados y sus lanzas en podaderas. Ya ks

s para hacer la guerra, Ellas necesitardn herramientas para

naciones no nevesitarén herrami
sembrar un nuevo mundo.

Cuiles son las implicaciones para nuestra vida?
Esta vision de Shalom, de bienestar integral sigue siendo una necesidad v una esperanza para el
mundo. Pedro Reyes, por ejemplo decidio hacer una campana en Culiacan, Mexico, para recoger las
armas de fuego e intercambiarlas por cupones que se pudiesen usar en las tiendas de la ciudad.
Durante las fiestas, todavia lenemos que ser intencionales en cambiar palabras que puedan hacer
dafio v causar heridas, en palabras que busquen la reconciliacion. El mundo tiene sed del Shalom de
Dios y del impacto que este puede tener en las vidas de la creacin. Hay una cancion afroamericana
que describe este deseo: «Voy a dejar mi espada y mi escudo al lado del rio.... y 1o voy a estudiar mis
como hacer guerras. La voz de la musica nos llama: rompamas los ciclos e violencia y agresion.

B diand, a. Eso munca nos ha dado

q la paz. Nog seguis 6mo hacer gue
soluciones duraderas. Queremos vivir en la vision de Dis para o mundo. Que

emes viv

en paz.




New Resources for Your Congregation

POINT Training Summary 2022 PRESYTERIANS GRGANIZ

POINT Training Summary 2022

e View our online catalog for 2022-2023 https://adobe.ly/3r8PP04

e Follow Me Biblical Practices for Faithful Living bit.ly/FollowMeCurriculum M b
e Growingin God’s Love: A Story Bible Curriculum bit.ly/AStoryBibleCurriculum P O I N T R eS O u rC e L I ra ry
e Big God Big Questions bit.ly/BGBQinfo

e Growing in Grace and Gratitude bit.ly/GGGInfo

e Feasting on the Word Curriculum bit.ly/FOWCInfo P I N T
- The resent Word bt TPWinfo WWW.pcusastore.com

e Being Reformed studies full list bit.ly/BRInformation "
e Faith Question units full list bit.ly/FQInformation

Spanish Resource Korean Resource
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Korean Lenten Devotional 2022 Humility
Libro de adoracion comtn Edicion pastoral

Great videos on Growing Faith Resources YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/c/GrowingFaithResources

e How to Find Curriculum on PC (USA) Store https://youtu.be/NHg33QwEx1M

e Big God Big Questions Overview https://youtu.be/FAaf0TpP-b8

e Whatis Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible Curriculum? https://youtu.be/E4101p3jUOA

e How to use the At-home Kit Guides from Growing in God’s Love A Story Bible Curriculum
https://youtu.be/DAle8UIdkFw

e Learn about Follow Me Biblical Practices for Faithful Living with our Follow Me playlist featuring
avideo overview of the whole curriculum, a trailer, and a video on each component of the
curriculum https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP_kF3ijY-e86maJBeReNyKCTexeuud w

e View the playlists for each Follow Me unit these videos are used with the curriculum at no cost
toyou
https://www.youtube.com/c/GrowingFaithResources/playlists?view=50&sort=dd&shelf id=5

Lent Guide 2022 - View all of our Lent resources available for 2022



http://www.pcusastore.com/POINT

Presbyterian Mission Agency Resources
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