
GROUP STUDY RESOURCE GUIDE
BOOKS FOR STUDYING THE BIBLE, THEOLOGY, & SPIRITUALITY

Welcome to our group study resource guide! You’ll find everything you need to create an adult book study program 
that’s biblically based and intended for today’s Christians. If you are viewing this on your computer or other device, you 
can click on any title or cover to be taken to the product page on PC(USA) Store. Also, look for the dark blue blocks to 
download resource samples throughout. You can also email or print this to use for personal research or with committees. 

NEW RELEASES
Hope Is Here!  
Spiritual Practices for Pursuing Justice  
and Beloved Community
Luther E. Smith Jr.
ISBN: 9780664268305

$20.00  $13.00 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

In Hope Is Here! Smith describes how we truly perceive and join “the work of 
hope.” Interpreting five spiritual practices for individuals and congregations 
to experience the power of hope, this book prepares us to engage racism, mass 
incarceration, environmental crises, divisive politics, and indifference that 
imperil justice and beloved community.  Each chapter ends with questions 
that prompt readers to examine their experiences and their readiness to 
journey with hope. Additionally, this book is designed for congregational, 
communal, or small-group use. To assist groups using the book, the publisher 
has developed a free, downloadable congregational guide.

Redeeming Violent Verses 
A Guide for Using Troublesome Texts in Church and Ministry
Eric A. Seibert
ISBN: 9780664264680

$25.00  $16.25 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

In Redeeming Violent Verses, Eric Seibert provides chapters devoted to using 
biblical passages that include violence when preaching sermons, teaching 
Sunday school, and leading worship. This book is filled with guidelines and 
specific practices designed to help ministers use violent verses responsibly. 
Religious practitioners of all stripes will find this book immensely helpful, and 
readers will benefit greatly from the many strategies and suggestions offered 
here. To help integrate the practical approaches found in this book, you can 
access free digital resources, which include a discussion and reflection guide 
for groups and individuals, as well as suggestions for teaching these scriptures 
to children and notes on answering the difficult questions children ask.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

ACCESS THE CONGREGATIONAL GUIDE

ACCESS THE DIGITAL RESOURCES
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A Is for Alabaster  
52 Reflections on the Stories of Scripture
Anna Carter Florence
ISBN: 9780664261481

$20.00  $13.00 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

Beloved preacher and writer Anna Carter Florence brings winsome insight to an 
array of characters and stories in the Bible—some celebrated and some overlooked. 
From courageous Abigail to Zelophehad’s daughters, and from an alabaster jar of 
ointment to Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree, Florence takes readers on an enchanting 
tour of the Old and New Testaments with reflections that reveal ancient wisdom 
and spark imagination anew. In addition to group discussion guides available in the 
book, a book club guide is also available to download for free!

Every Step Is Home 
A Spiritual Geography from Appalachia to Alaska
Lori Erickson
ISBN: 9780664268329

$20.00  $13.00 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

From the Serpent Mound of Ohio to the Redwoods of California, Erickson uncovers 
deep connections both to the lands that now make up the United States and to the 
elements that have had sacred meaning to people throughout history. Through her 
profound, informative, and witty reflections, readers will discover new destinations 
in North America while deepening their own spirituality. Additionally, you can 
access free digital resources, which include a group study guide, book club discussion 
guide, a video interview with Lori Erickson, and a Spotify playlist from Lori.

Life after God  
Finding Faith When You Can’t Believe Anymore
Mark Feldmeir
ISBN: 9780664268404

$20.00  $13.00 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

Pastor Mark Feldmeir offers an introduction to a God that many people weren’t 
aware existed—a mysterious, uncontainable, still-active God who loves and cares 
for real people with real problems. Life after God offers glimpses of the ineffable 
God, who can open us up to the mystery, wonder, and compelling love we crave. 
Companion Videos for each chapter are available for free. To help your group’s 
study, you can download the study guide from the book with links directly to each 
companion video available for each session.
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DOWNLOAD THE BOOK CLUB GUIDE

ACCESS DIGITAL RESOURCES
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NEW BOOK CLUB BOOKS
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Additional Digital Resource Guides 
FIND SEASONAL RESOURCES, PREACHING, AND MORE

With these guides, you can easily compare products, click through directly to product pages, and read excerpts.  
You can also email or print these to use for personal research or with committees. 

BIBLE STUDY SERIES

CLICK TO ACCESS DIGITAL RESOURCE GUIDES

More Volumes Available
Deliver Us: Salvation and the Liberating God of the Bible 
This book explores the biblical themes of deliverance and obedi-
ence, emphasizing how divine liberation leads to generous action 
and societal transformation.

Our Hearts Wait: Worshiping through Praise and Lament in the Psalms
This book explores the transformative power of worship lan-
guage in the Psalms, revealing how it shapes our collective wor-
ship, communities, and social realities

The Walter Brueggemann Library
With Davis Hankins as Editor

All Volumes: $20.00  $13.00 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!
The Walter Brueggemann Library brings together the wide-ranging and enlivening thought of popular biblical scholar 
Walter Brueggemann. Each volume presents an accessible study of a biblical theme that has deeply informed Bruegge-
mann’s work and includes questions for reflection or discussion at the end of each chapter.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT FROM DELIVER US

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT FROM OUR HEARTS WAIT

NEWEST RELEASE!
Hope Restored
Biblical Imagination against Empire
ISBN: 9780664265908

In Hope Restored, Brueggemann offers a powerful message of hope, urging us to 
confront unjust structures and embrace an alternative life of equity and thriving. 
Drawing from Scripture, he reveals that hope requires challenging the status quo, 
envisioning a better future, and standing in solidarity with the marginalized. 
Through an exploration of the Torah, historical and prophetic books, and the Psalms, 
Brueggemann demonstrates how hope emerges from critique, persistence, vision, 
and inspiration. This transformative hope breaks through struggle and suffering, 
inspiring us to imagine and create a just society that benefits everyone.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

https://www.pcusastore.com/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Pages/Item/13841/Resource-Guides.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/066426588X/deliver-us.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664265898/our-hearts-wait.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/244775DeliverUs_00000155717.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/244799OurHearts_00000156459.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664265898/our-hearts-wait.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/066426588X/deliver-us.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664265901/hope-restored.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664265901/hope-restored.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/246563HopeResto_00000158198.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664265901/hope-restored.aspx


BIBLE STUDY BOOKS

Second Thoughts 
about the Second 
Coming 
Understanding the End 
Times, Our Future, and 
Christian Hope

Elusive Grace
Loving Your Enemies 
While Striving for God’s 
Justice

UnClobber, Expand-
ed Edition with 
Study Guide 
Rethinking Our Misuse of 
the Bible on Homosex-
uality

Filled to Be Emptied 
The Path to Liberation for 
Privileged People

Straight White Male 
A Faith-Based Guide to 
Deconstructing Your 
Privilege and Living with 
Integrity 

Words of Love 
A Healing Journey with 
the Ten Commandments

Ronald J. Allen & 
Robert D. Cornwall

Scott Black Johnston Colby Martin Brandan J. Robertson Chris Furr, with William 
J. Barber II, Melissa 
Florer-Bixler, Roberto 
Che Espinoza, &
Matthias Roberts

Eugenia Anne Gamble

$18.00  $11.70 $19.00  $12.35 $20.00  $13.00 $17.00  $11.05 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 

In this helpful book, Allen 
and Cornwall explain how 
we don’t have to subscribe 
to sensationalist theories 
or sketchy interpretations 
to believe in Christian 
hope. They walk the reader 
through the central biblical 
teachings on last things and 
then show the ways the 
church has interpreted those 
teachings throughout the 
centuries. The book includes 
a study guide for group 
use. There are also free 
downloadable preaching 
guides designed to help 
pastors develop both topical 
and lectionary-based sermon 
series on Christian hope.

Johnston calls for the church 
to model robust advocacy 
for justice, without denying 
the full humanity of those 
on the other side of the 
argument. This provocative 
book brings the wisdom of 
Scripture into conversation 
with such diverse minds as 
Emily Dickinson,  Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, Ayn Rand, and 
Mister Rogers. He offers 
not just words of hope 
but a prescribed course of 
action for individuals and 
communities alike, as we 
look to mend our souls and 
restore our civic life.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

Armed with only six 
passages in the Bible—
often known as the 
“Clobber Passages”—the 
conservative Christian 
position has been one that 
stands against the full 
inclusion of our LGBTQ 
siblings. UnClobber 
reexamines what the Bible 
says (and does not say) 
about homosexuality in 
such a way that sheds 
divine light on outdated 
and inaccurate assumptions 
and interpretations. This 
new edition equips study 
groups and congregations 
with questions for 
discussion and a sermon 
series guide for preachers.

Filled to Be Emptied is a 
thought-provoking book 
that challenges mainstream 
and progressive Christians 
to rethink their approach 
to privilege and justice. 
Robertson uses the Kenosis 
Hymn (Philippians 2:5-11) 
to illustrate how Christians 
can use their privilege to 
benefit others and subvert 
the oppressive systems that 
surround them. Through 
an insightful interpretation 
of the hymn and personal 
stories, this book is a 
fascinating read that shows 
how humbling ourselves 
and seeking justice and 
equality for everyone is far 
more meaningful than the 
pursuit of riches.

Straight, white, male pastor 
Chris Furr offers a guide to 
deconstructing privilege in 
Straight White Male. With an 
emphasis on confession and 
redemption, Furr invites 
other privileged men to 
reconsider the ways they live, 
work, believe, and interact 
with others. Alongside 
Furr’s perspective, essays 
from contributing writers 
who lack various types of 
privilege offer insights on 
how particular types and 
combinations of privilege 
(and the lack thereof) shape 
the way we move through 
the world.  

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

In this unique Bible study, 
readers will discover that 
the Ten Commandments 
are words from the heart 
of God, given to reconcile 
creation to Creator and 
God’s people to one 
another. Eugenia Anne 
Gamble dives into each of 
the Ten Commandments 
and examines their 
application for modern-day 
Christians, going beyond 
the letter of the law to a 
spiritual truth pointing 
us toward wholeness and 
well-being. Each chapter 
includes a spiritual practice 
and questions for reflection 
and discussion to help 
readers engage deeply 
with the message of each 
commandment, whether 
individually or in a group.

ISBN: 9780664268060 ISBN: 9780664267896 ISBN: 9780664267469 ISBNs: 9780664267247 ISBN: 9780664266615  ISBN: 9780664267155
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Bible Reference Guides 
FOR LEADERS AND PARTICIPANTS

These books provide overviews of the Bible, its reception, and Christianity. They are great to have on hand for quick reference when planning and 
conducting group studies. Click on each cover to learn more and find downloadable excerpts or Google previews on the product page.

MORE BIBLE STUDY BOOKS

A Lens of Love 
Reading the Bible in Its 
World for Our World

The Year of 
the Bible 
A Guide to Reading 
Scripture Together, Newly 
Revised

Reading John for 
Dear Life 
A Spiritual Walk with the 
Fourth Gospel

Encountering God in 
Tyrannical Texts 
Reflections on Paul, 
Women, and the 
Authority of Scripture

Permission Granted 
Take the Bible into Your 
Own Hands

Jesus and His World 
The Archaeological 
Evidence 

Jonathan L. Walton James E. Davison Jaime Clark-Soles Frances Taylor Gench Jennifer Grace Bird Craig A. Evans

$22.00  $14.30 Participant Book
$15.00  $9.75 
Program Guide
$23.00  $14.95

$23.00  $14.95 $24.00  $15.60 $22.00  $14.30 $30.00  $19.50 

In order to engage the 
Bible in the spirit of justice, 
compassion, and love, 
Jonathan L. Walton suggests 
reading the Bible in its 
world for our world. Perfect 
for individual or group 
study, Walton provides 
interpretive tools to help 
understand the context of 
the Scriptures along with 
the Scriptures themselves 
in order to engage the 
richness of the Bible as they 
strive to live in the world 
in a biblically grounded, 
theologically sound, and 
socially responsible way.

This popular, 
comprehensive Bible-
reading program for 
individuals and group 
study offers a sweeping 
introduction to biblical 
themes and concepts. 
Complete with a detailed 
reading schedule for every 
day of one year, The Year of 
the Bible leads participants 
to a better understanding of 
Scripture and a greater sense 
of community within the 
church. The program guide 
book helps congregations 
put the program together 
and keep enthusiasm going.

Jaime Clark-Soles takes 
readers on a dynamic 
journey deep into the heart 
of John in this lively reading 
of the Fourth Gospel. Clark-
Soles provides important 
historical and literary 
insights while illuminating 
the dramatic characters in 
John and emphasizing the 
Gospel’s unique themes and 
symbols. Readers will also 
appreciate the addition of 
prayers as well as questions 
for individual study and/or 
group discussion. 

The Bible includes many 
“tyrannical texts” that 
have been profoundly 
oppressive. Among them 
are Pauline texts that have 
circumscribed the lives 
and ministries of women 
throughout Christian 
history. In Encountering God 
in Tyrannical Texts, Frances 
Taylor Gench provides 
strategies for engaging such 
texts with integrity—that is, 
without dismissing them, 
whitewashing them, or 
acquiescing to them—and 
as potential sources of 
edification for the church.

In Permission Granted, 
Jennifer Grace Bird 
encourages people of faith 
to explore the texts on their 
own, freed from long-held 
myths and misconceptions; 
experience the Bible anew; 
and appreciate this holy 
book for what it is—not 
what we think it should be. 
With the sensitivity of one 
who has discovered this 
freedom herself, Bird invites 
readers to engage what 
the Bible really says about 
twelve key issues, including 
sin, sex, and the role of 
women.

In this provocative work, 
world-renowned scholar 
Craig A. Evans presents 
the most important 
archaeological discoveries 
that shed light on the world 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Evans’s 
engaging prose enables 
readers to understand and 
critique the latest theories—
both the sober and the 
sensational—about who 
Jesus was and what he lived 
and died for.

ISBN: 9780664263546 ISBNs: 9780664265427 / 
9780664265434

ISBN: 9780664238476 ISBN: 9780664259525 ISBN: 9780664260408 ISBN: 9780664234133
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Comprehensive Bible Studies
These books take a broad look at the Bible and are perfect for introductory or refresher classes. Click on each cover to learn more and find 
downloadable excerpts or Google previews on the product page.

MORE BIBLE STUDY BOOKS

Lies My Preacher 
Told Me
An Honest Look at the 
Old Testament

The Flawed Family 
of God
Stories about the  
Imperfect Families in 
Genesis

Christian Doctrine, 
50th Anniversary 
Edition 

Inhabiting Eden 
Christians, the Bible, and 
the Ecological Crisis

From Widows to 
Warriors
Women’s Stories from 
the Old Testament

From Daughters to 
Disciples
Women’s Stories from 
the New Testament

Brent A. Strawn Carolyn B. Helsel & 
Song-Mi Suzie Park

Shirley C. Guthrie Patricia K. Tull Lynn Japinga Lynn Japinga

$18.00  $11.70 $20.00  $13.00 $40.00  $26.00 $22.00  $14.30 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 

Written by Brent Strawn, 
a leading scholar in 
Old Testament studies, 
this book addresses ten 
common “lies” or mistruths 
about the Old Testament, 
from perceptions of God’s 
personality (the “angry 
Old Testament God”) to 
the relevance of the Old 
Testament for Christians. 
Discover why stories and 
laws written thousands of 
years ago, centuries before 
Christ, are enriching and 
indispensable for modern 
Christians. 

Today’s families face 
challenges not too different 
from the first families 
of the Bible. The drama 
experienced in Genesis 
happens within stories 
about families, and the 
issues they raise—married 
vs. single life, sibling 
rivalry, infertility, family 
relocation, blended 
families, and the like—and 
are startlingly relevant 
to families of today. 
This book examines the 
families of Genesis and 
invites readers to consider 
these connections as they 
reexamine modern family 
life as well.

Christian Doctrine has 
introduced thousands 
of laity, students, and 
theologians to the tenets 
of the Christian faith. This 
edition reflects changes 
in the church and society 
since the publication of 
the first edition and takes 
into account new works 
in Reformed theology, 
gender references in the 
Bible, racism, pluralism, 
ecological developments, 
and liberation theologies.

In this thoughtful study, 
Patricia K. Tull explores 
the Scriptures for guidance 
on today’s ecological crisis. 
Tull looks to the Bible for 
what it can tell us about our 
relationships, not just to the 
earth itself, but also to plant 
and animal life, to each 
other, to descendants who 
will inherit the planet from 
us, and to our Creator. She 
offers candid discussions 
on many current ecological 
problems that humans 
contribute to, such as 
the overuse of energy 
resources, consumerism, 
food production systems, 
and toxic waste.

In this first of two volumes, 
Lynn Japinga acquaints 
us with the women of 
the Old Testament. From 
flawed heroes like Ruth 
and Rahab to fierce fighters 
like Deborah and Jael, 
readers will encounter a 
wealth of foremothers in 
the faith in all their messy, 
yet redeemable, humanity. 
This Bible study introduces 
and retells every female 
character who contributes 
to one or more Old 
Testament stories, diving 
deeply into what each 
woman’s story means for 
us today with questions for 
reflection and discussion.

In this second of two 
volumes, Lynn Japinga 
acquaints readers with 
the women of the New 
Testatment. From faithful 
forerunners like Anna and 
Elizabeth to female disciples 
like the sisters Mary, Martha, 
and Mary Magdalene, 
readers will encounter 
more foremothers in the 
faith in all their messy, yet 
redeemable, humanity. This 
Bible study introduces and 
retells every female character 
who contributes to one or 
more New Testament stories, 
diving deeply into what each 
woman’s story means for 
us today with questions for 
reflection and discussion. 
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WORLD RELIGIONS

Neighbors 
Christians and Muslims 
Building Community

What Do Our 
Neighbors Believe, 
Second Edition  
Questions and Answers 
on Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam

Truth over Fear 
Combating the Lies 
about Islam

What Christians Can 
Learn from Other 
Religions 

The Search for Truth 
about Islam 
A Christian Pastor 
Separates Fact from 
Fiction

World Religions in 
America, Fourth 
Edition 
An Introduction

Deanna Ferree 
Womack

Micah Greenstein, 
Kendra G. Hotz, and 
John Kaltner

Charles Kimball J. Philip Wogaman Ben Daniel Jacob Neusner, editor

$21.00  $13.65 $22.00  $14.30 $20.00  $13.00 $19.00  $12.35 $24.00  $15.60 $50.00  $32.50 

Christian communities in 
majority-Muslim countries 
have coexisted with 
their Muslim neighbors 
for centuries. More 
importantly, Muslims have 
been part of the American 
story from its beginning. 
And like their Christian 
neighbors, Muslims want 
to make the community 
in which they live a better 
place for all citizens. 
In Neighbors, Deanna 
Ferree Womack lays the 
groundwork for members 
of the two religions to 
understand, converse, 
and cooperate with each 
another. 

Ideal for individual or 
group study, the book 
includes a discussion 
guide for group study 
with links to video clips, 
a timeline of the first 
Muslim communities, and 
a glossary of Arabic terms 
related to Islam.

What Do Our Neighbors 
Believe? Second Edition 
approaches the three great 
monotheistic religions—
Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam—by asking the 
same questions of each: 
When and where did each 
originate? What are the 
sacred writings? What kind 
of leaders does each have? 
What are their most essential 
beliefs? And more.

New sections explore 
current ethical questions 
and issues, including 
the deliberate use of 
misinformation about 
Islam to bolster power and 
generate fear and the recent 
rise in anti-Semitic hate 
crimes. By introducing the 
common aspects of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam, the 
authors make understanding 
their genuine differences 
and their many similarities 
much more possible.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

Questions and fears about 
Islam have proliferated 
American life for decades, 
yet more recent history has 
seen a new development 
in the tangle of Christian-
Muslim relations: the 
mainstreaming of 
Islamophobia as a path to 
political and societal power 
at the highest level. 

Truth over Fear provides 
resources to address the 
manipulation of religious 
misunderstanding and 
intolerance. From renowned 
Christian scholar of Islam 
and longtime participant 
in Christian-Muslim 
engagement, Charles 
Kimball demystifies Islam, 
the world’s second-largest 
religion, and provides 
practical guidance on 
how to share simple facts 
about Muslim beliefs and 
practices with family and 
others, how to take the 
first steps in dialogue with 
Muslim neighbors, and how 
to move beyond dialogue 
to shared ministry and 
community building. 

In this book’s ten easy-to-
read chapters, Wogaman 
shows readers what 
Christians can learn from 
different religions, such as 
Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and even 
from atheism. From these 
religions, Christians can 
achieve insight into love, 
sin, ritual, the importance 
of myth to convey truth, 
the foundational roots of 
Christianity, the dark side 
of Christian history, and 
many other important ways 
to see and interpret the 
world and to understand 
God. The book concludes 
with a chapter on what 
other religions can learn 
from Christianity.

Perfect for church study 
groups, each chapter 
ends with questions for 
discussion. 

Are Muslims infiltrating 
American society? What 
does Islam really teach 
about women’s roles? 
Does the Qur’an condone 
violence? Presbyterian 
pastor Ben Daniel tackles 
common stereotypes and 
misconceptions that tend to 
define Islam in the popular 
imagination. Daniel also 
looks at Christianity’s own 
history of violence and 
explores what he calls “the 
American cult of fear,” 
particularly as it relates to 
the rise of Islamophobia in 
the United States. Blending 
travel narrative, interviews, 
and well-crafted storytelling, 
Daniel helps debunk the 
myths and put a human face 
on Islam in America.

The fourth edition of 
World Religions in America 
continues its lauded 
tradition of providing 
students with reliable 
and nuanced information 
about America’s religious 
diversity, while also 
reflecting new developments 
and ideas. Each chapter was 
updated to reflect important 
changes and events, and 
current statistics and 
information. New features 
include a timeline of key 
events and people for each 
tradition, sidebars on major 
movements or controversies, 
personal stories from 
members of various faiths, a 
theme-based organization of 
subjects, three new chapters 
exploring America’s 
increasing religious 
diversity, and suggestions 
for further study. 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT

A Bigger Table, 
Expanded Edition 
with Study Guide  
Building Messy, 
Authentic, and Hopeful 
Spiritual Community

Practicing  
Changing Yourself to 
Change the World

If God Is Love, Don’t 
Be a Jerk
Finding a Faith That 
Makes Us Better Humans

The Answer to Bad 
Religion Is Not No 
Religion 
A Guide to Good Religion 
for Seekers, Skeptics, and 
Believers

What’s the Least I 
Can Believe and Still 
Be a Christian?  
New Edition with Study 
Guide

The Soul of the  
Family Tree
Ancestors, Stories, and 
the Spirits We Inherit

John Pavlovitz Kathy Escobar John Pavlovitz Martin Thielen Martin Thielen Lori Erickson

$22.00  $14.30 $22.00  $14.30 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $22.00  $14.30

A Bigger Table invites 
readers to envision a 
church that is big enough 
for everyone by holding 
up a mirror to the modern 
church and speaking clearly 
on issues at the heart of 
the Christian community. 
This new edition includes 
a small-group study guide 
complete with ideas for 
exploring A Bigger Table 
in a congregation-wide 
sermon series and program 
along with a new foreword 
by Jacqui Lewis and new 
afterword by the author to 
explore the challenges of 
living out the bigger table 
when voices of hate and 
exclusion seem stronger 
and louder than ever.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

In Practicing, Pastor Kathy 
Escobar inspires and 
challenges readers with 
practical encouragement 
to live their faith through 
real action using ten 
transformational practices, 
including listening more, 
including the marginalized, 
advocating for justice, 
and mourning with those 
who grieve. By putting 
our hearts, hands, and feet 
behind our good intentions, 
we can transform our 
groups, our communities, 
and our world. Extremely 
interactive, relational, and 
practical, Practicing can be 
read alone or processed 
together with a group, 
church, or class.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

 In If God Is Love, Don’t 
Be a Jerk, John Pavlovitz 
examines the bedrock ideas 
of our religion: the existence 
of hell, the utility of prayer, 
the way we treat LGBTQ 
people, the value of anger, 
and other doctrines to help 
all of us take a good, honest 
look at how the beliefs 
we hold can shape our 
relationships with God and 
our fellow humans—and to 
make sure that love has the 
last, loudest word.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

If you think the only 
logical response to bad 
Christianity is to leave 
Christianity completely, 
this book is for you. 
Martin Thielen explains 
that there is an alternative 
to abandoning religion: 
good religion. Thielen 
provides counterparts to 
the characteristics of bad 
religion, explaining that 
good religion is grace-
filled, promotes love and 
forgiveness, and is inclusive 
and hope-filled.

Perfect for individual, 
group, or congregational 
study, a separate Leader’s 
Guide book and a Worship 
and Outreach Kit are also 
available to further the 
discussion and increase 
community involvement.

Martin Thielen has compiled 
a list of ten things people 
need to believe, and ten 
things they don’t, in order 
to be a Christian. This lively 
and engaging book will be 
a help to seekers as well as a 
comfort to believers who may 
find themselves questioning 
some of the assumptions they 
grew up with. 

This new edition includes 
a leader’s guide and a 
new introduction from 
the author that reflects 
on the book’s reception. 
The leader’s guide 
features unique and easily 
implemented aids for 
carrying out a seven-
week, congregation-wide 
initiative that will help local 
churches reach out to their 
communities.

Travel with Lori Erickson 
to Norse settlements and 
reenactments, medieval 
villages and modern 
museums, her picturesque 
hometown and her 
ancestor’s farm on the fjords 
as she finds unexpected 
spiritual guides among the 
seafaring Vikings and her 
hardscrabble immigrant 
forebears. Then explore 
how the spirits of your 
ancestral past can guide 
you today.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.
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Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.
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BEING CHRISTIAN IN TODAY’S WORLD

After Evangelicalism 
The Path to a New 
Christianity 

Running for Our 
Lives  
A Story of Faith, Politics, 
and the Common Good

Holy Disunity 
How What Separates Us 
Can Save Us

Common Ground
Talking about Gun 
Violence in America

Resist and Persist 
Faith and the Fight for 
Equality

Building the Good 
Life for All 
Transforming Income 
Inequality in Our Communities

David P. Gushee Robb Ryerse Layton E. Williams Donald V. Gaffney Erin Wathen L. Shannon Jung

$24.00  $15.60 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $18.00  $11.70 $20.00  $13.00 $21.00  $13.65 

After Evangelicalism shows 
that it is possible, and 
necessary, to follow Jesus out 
of evangelical Christianity. 
A downloadable list of 
group discussion questions 
is also available. Perfect for 
book clubs! Download the 
Reading Group Guide.

Running for Our Lives tells 
how one pastor learned 
about how our political 
identities shape us, what 
the role of government is in 
meeting people’s needs, and 
how others can get involved 
in politics as an expression 
of progressive faith.

Holy Disunity proposes 
that our primary calling 
as humans is not to create 
unity but rather to seek 
authentic relationship with 
God, ourselves, one another, 
and the world. Perfect for 
book clubs! Download the 
Reading Group Guide.

Common Ground explores the 
place of guns in our histories, 
violence in Scripture, legal 
issues, and ways we can 
bridge the divide. Each 
chapter includes discussion 
questions. Also perfect for 
book clubs! Download the 
Reading Group Guide.

Resist and Persist provides a 
new language of resistance 
to free women and men 
from the pernicious power 
of patriarchy. Includes 
discussion questions at the 
end of each chapter. Perfect 
for book clubs! Download 
the Reading Group Guide.

Building the Good Life for All 
explores four strategies for 
mutual flourishing: charity, 
self-help, cultural value 
formation, and government 
action. Encourages the social 
ministry of churches and the 
community development of 
neighborhoods.

ISBN: 9780664266110 ISBN: 9780664266219 ISBN: 9780664265663 ISBN: 9780664264550 ISBN: 9780664263904 ISBN: 9780664263188
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Pro-Choice and 
Christian 
Reconciling Faith, Politics, 
and Justice

Still Christian  
Following Jesus Out of 
American Evangelicalism

The Witness of 
Religion in an Age 
of Fear  

How Jesus Saves the 
World from Us 
12 Antidotes to Toxic 
Christianity

Exodus from Hunger 
We Are Called to Change 
the Politics of Hunger

The Christian Wallet 
Spending, Giving, and Living 
with a Conscience

Kira Schlesinger David P. Gushee Michael Kinnamon Morgan Guyton David Beckmann Mike Slaughter

$18.00  $11.70 $20.00  $13.00 $19.00  $12.35 $20.00  $13.00 $22.00  $14.30 $26.00  $16.90 

Exploring biblical, theolog-
ical, political, and medical 
aspects of the debate, this 
book provides a thought-
ful pro-choice argument. 
Includes questions for 
reflection and discussion. 
Also perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

Still Christian gives an 
insider’s look at the frictions 
and schisms of evangelical 
Christianity. Throughout, 
Gushee shows us that we 
can retain our faith in Christ 
even when Christians 
disappoint us.

Drawing on support from 
a diversity of religious 
traditions and teachers, 
Kinnamon argues that 
religious faith is the best 
way to combat a culture 
of fear. A study guide is 
included.

Each chapter proposes 
a paradigm shift and 
antidote for the toxicity 
that has infiltrated 
Christian culture, such as 
“Worship not Performance” 
and “Solidarity not 
Sanctimony.” Includes 
discussion questions.

Exodus from Hunger looks at 
the causes of hunger, presents 
case studies of countries 
that have made great strides 
against it, and puts a human 
face on the problem by 
sharing stories of people 
who are hungry every day. 
Download a free study guide.

The Christian Wallet 
explores today’s culture 
of consumerism and the 
impact of what we buy, 
asking difficult questions 
about morality and money. 
Includes discussion question. 
A Stewardship Study Guide is 
available as a free download.
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Womanist Interpretation for Advanced Study
These books provide leaders and Bible study groups with tools to study and interpret the Bible through a womanist lens. Click on each cover 
to learn more and access excerpts by clicking the dark blue buttons.

ANTI-RACISM BOOKS

Good White Racist? 
Confronting Your Role in 
Racial Injustice

Not Your White 
Jesus 
Following a Radical, 
Refugee Messiah

Fearless Dialogues
A New Movement for 
Justice

No Innocent 
Bystanders 
Becoming an Ally in the 
Struggle for Justice

Race in America
Christians Respond to 
the Crisis

Ten Essential 
Strategies for 
Becoming a 
Multiracial 
Congregation 

Kerry Connelly Sheri Faye Rosendahl Gregory C. Ellison II Shannon Craigo-Snell & 
Christopher J. Doucot

Edited by David Maxwell 
& Laura M. Cheifetz

Jacqueline J. Lewis & 
John Janka

$20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $20.00  $13.00 $18.00  $11.70

In Good White Racist?, Kerry 
Connelly exposes the ways 
white people participate 
in, benefit from, and 
unknowingly perpetuate 
racism—despite their best 
“good person” intentions. 
The book unpacks the 
systems that maintain the 
status quo, keep white 
people comfortable and 
complicit, and perpetuate 
racism in the United States 
and elsewhere. 

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

As we see oppression and 
hate run rampant in our 
nation, it’s as if Christianity 
has lost sight of the red 
letters altogether. Not Your 
White Jesus addresses the 
need to reexamine the true 
ways of Jesus that we find 
clearly in the red letters, 
enabling readers to discover 
what it truly means to follow 
the ways of Jesus in contrast 
to following the ways of the 
American Christian elite.

Perfect for book clubs! 
Download the Reading 
Group Guide.

Drawing on all the 
community’s collective 
voices—from “doctors 
to drug dealers”—
Fearless Dialogues is a 
groundbreaking program 
that seeks real solutions 
to problems of chronic 
unemployment, violence, 
and hopelessness. In Fearless 
Dialogues, Ellison makes 
this same kind of program 
available to readers, 
walking them through the 
steps that must be taken to 
find common ground in our 
divided communities and 
then to implement genuine 
and lasting change.

This book is a start-up 
guide for spiritual or 
religious people who are 
interested in working for 
social justice but don’t 
know how or where to 
begin. Drawing on the 
lessons of history, the 
framework of Christian 
ideas, and the insights of 
contemporary activists, it 
offers practical guidance 
on how to meaningfully 
and mindfully advocate 
alongside all who struggle 
for a more just society. 
Includes discussion 
questions at the end of each 
chapter.

Written by a diverse group 
of pastors, professors, and 
activists, this book traces 
the history of racism, the 
issues of racism today, and 
action plans for moving 
toward antiracist work 
and racial justice. Readers 
will also engage topics of 
police and police brutality, 
the ongoing work of Black 
Lives Matter, and racism 
in relation to immigration 
and digital media. Includes 
questions for reflection and 
discussion.

Born of the authors’ work 
with The Middle Project, 
an institute that prepares 
ethical leaders for a more 
just society, this book 
provides lessons, questions 
for conversation, and 
spaces for journaling. Use 
the workbook with your 
planning team, board 
members, lay leaders, 
and staff. In welcoming 
communities of faith where 
everyone is accepted just 
as they are, we can lead 
the way toward racial 
reconciliation and dismantle 
the prejudices that segregate 
our houses of worship. 
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FOR LGBTQ+ INDIVIDUALS & ALLIES

A Brief Guide to 
Ministry with 
LGBTQIA Youth 

The Bible’s Yes to 
Same-Sex Marriage: 
New Edition with 
Study Guide   
An Evangelical’s Change 
of Heart

Jesus, the Bible, and 
Homosexuality, 
Revised and 
Expanded Edition  
Explode the Myths, Heal 
the Church

Unashamed  
A Coming-Out Guide for 
LGBTQ Christians

She’s My Dad  
A Father’s Transition and a 
Son’s Redemption

Transforming,  
Updated and  
Expanded Edition 
with Study Guide
The Bible and the Lives of 
Transgender Christians

Cody J. Sanders Mark Achtemeier Jack Rogers Amber Cantorna Jonathan S. Williams & 
Paula Stone Williams

Austen Hartke
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Despite our best efforts 
to create welcoming and 
affirming congregations, 
the reality is that church can 
still be a harmful place to 
LGBTQIA youth.

In A Brief Guide to Ministry 
with LGBTQIA Youth, author 
Cody J. Sanders challenges 
pastors and church leaders 
to reflect on the various 
trials that adolescence 
brings for LGBTQIA youth. 
Designed for congregations 
that currently have a 
theologically and biblically 
affirming stance toward the 
LGBTQIA community, this 
unique resource provides 
insight and practical advice.

A glossary of terms to 
use when talking about 
LGBTQIA issues and a list 
of national and location 
resources that can be used to 
support LGBTQIA youth are 
included.

In The Bible’s Yes to Same-Sex 
Marriage, Achtemeier shares 
what led to his change of 
heart: the problems with 
excluding groups of people 
and the insights into the 
Bible’s message that led him 
to recognize the fullness 
of God’s love and support 
for LGBT persons. Readers 
will discover how reading 
snippets of Scripture out of 
context has led to false and 
misleading interpretations of 
the Bible’s message for gay 
people. Achtemeier shows 
how a careful reading of 
the whole Scripture reveals 
God’s good news about 
love, marriage, and sexuality 
for gay and straight people 
alike.

This new edition includes 
a study guide and a new 
introduction from the 
author that reflects on the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
and changes within the 
church. Perfect for groups 
or self-reflection, the study 
guide directs readers over 
four sessions to explore 
both Achtemeier’s book and 
the Bible.

In this revised and 
expanded bestseller, Rogers 
argues for equal rights in 
both the church and society 
for lesbians, gays, bisexuals, 
and transgendered people. 
He describes how he moved 
away from opposition 
to support, charts the 
church’s history of using 
biblical passages to oppress 
marginalized groups, 
argues for a Christ-centered 
reading of Scripture, 
debunks stereotypes 
about gays and lesbians, 
and explores texts used 
most frequently against 
homosexuals and gay 
ordination.

The book also includes a 
guide for group study or 
personal reflection.

As the gay daughter of a 
thirty-plus-year executive 
of conservative Christian 
organization Focus on 
the Family, Amber lost 
everything when she came 
out as gay in 2012. However, 
her journey to embrace her 
authenticity brought her 
fulfillment and wisdom to 
share. 

Unashamed serves as 
a guide for Christians 
considering coming out, 
tackling tough subject 
matters such as demolishing 
internalized homophobia, 
finding an affirming faith 
community, reestablishing 
your worth as a child of 
God, navigating difficult 
family conversations 
(especially in cases where 
family is involved in church 
leadership/ministry), 
and healing from the pain 
of rejection. Unashamed 
encourages LGBTQ 
Christians to embrace 
their unique identities and 
to celebrate the diversity 
placed inside them by God. 

Jonathan S. Williams was 
three months into pastoring 
a new, evangelical church 
plant when his father 
confessed a secret: he was 
transgender. His father, Paul, 
a prominent evangelical 
pastor, soon became Paula, 
and Jonathan’s life and 
ministry went into a tailspin. 
Feeling betrayed by his 
mentor and confidante 
and scared that his church 
would lose funding and 
support if Paula’s secret was 
exposed, Jonathan sunk into 
depression and alcoholism.

She’s My Dad explores 
Jonathan’s long and 
winding journey toward 
reconciliation, forgiveness, 
and acceptance of his father 
as well as his church’s 
journey to become one of the 
few fully LGBTQ-inclusive, 
evangelical churches in 
America.

Austen Hartke’s 
groundbreaking, best-
selling book is now updated 
and expanded with new 
insights and terminology, 
plus new materials for 
study groups, preaching, 
and pastoral care. 
Transforming deftly weaves 
ancient and modern stories 
that will change the way 
readers think about gender, 
the Bible, and the faith to 
which Jesus calls us. Hartke 
helps readers visualize a 
more inclusive Christianity, 
equipping them with the 
language, understanding, 
confidence, and tools to 
change both the church and 
the world.
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Interrupting Silence
God’s Command to 
Speak Out

Sabbath as Resistance, 
New Edition with 
Study Guide
Saying No to the Culture 
of Now

From Judgment 
to Hope
A Study on the Prophets

Materiality as 
Resistance
Five Elements for Moral 
Action in the Real World

A Glad Obedience
Why and What We Sing

Journey to the  
Common Good, 
Updated Edition
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Interrupting Silence 
illustrates that the Bible is 
filled with stories where 
marginalized people break 
repressive silence and speak 
against it. Brueggemann 
motivates readers to 
consider situations in 
their lives where they 
need to interrupt silence, 
convincing us that God is 
active and wanting us to 
act for justice. The themes 
explored through eight 
chapters are a unique 
Lenten study experience. 
Questions for discussion 
included for each chapter.

In this new edition that 
includes a six-session study 
guide, Walter Brueggemann 
writes that the Sabbath is 
not simply about keeping 
rules but rather about 
becoming a whole person 
and restoring a whole 
society. Brueggemann calls 
out our 24/7 society of 
consumption, a society in 
which we live to achieve, 
accomplish, perform, and 
possess. Brueggemann 
shows readers how keeping 
the Sabbath allows us to 
break this restless cycle 
and focus on what is truly 
important: God, other 
people, all life. 

In this collection of studies, 
popular biblical scholar 
Walter Brueggemann 
explores the Major 
Prophets, the Minor 
Prophets, and the prophets 
of the Persian Age. By 
highlighting the common 
themes of judgment and 
hope found in the prophets’ 
messages, Brueggemann 
invites readers to consider 
what those messages mean 
for us today. 

In Materiality as Resistance, 
Walter Brueggemann 
defines materiality as the use 
of the material aspects of the 
Christian faith, as opposed 
to materialism, which places 
possessions and physical 
comfort over spiritual 
values. In this concise 
volume, Brueggemann lays 
out how we as Christians 
may reengage our 
materiality for the common 
good. Likewise, how is the 
church obligated to use its 
time, money, abundance 
of food, the care and use of 
our bodies, observance of 
Sabbath, and stewardship 
of our world and those with 
whom we share it. 

The Christian practice 
of hymn singing, says 
Walter Brueggemann, 
is a countercultural act. 
It marks the Christian 
community as different 
from an unforgiving and 
often ungrateful culture. 
In this book, Brueggemann 
discusses both why we sing 
and what we sing. The first 
part of the book examines 
the Psalms and what they 
can teach us about the 
reasons that corporate song 
is a part of the Christian 
tradition. The second part 
looks at fifteen popular 
hymns and the reasons 
why they have caught our 
imagination.

Published originally 
in 2010, Journey to the 
Common Good spoke to an 
era defined by America’s 
efforts to rebuild from an 
age of terror as it navigated 
through an economic 
collapse. Today, the dual 
crises of the coronavirus 
and the disease of racial 
injustice present daunting 
new challenges for the 
church as it seeks the 
good of its neighbors. This 
updated edition provides 
a framework to help the 
church navigate this time 
of risk and vulnerability.
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Pivotal Moments in the Old Testament
The Pivotal Moments in the Old Testament series helps readers see Scripture with new eyes by highlighting short, key texts—“pivotal moments”—
that shift our expectations and invite us to turn toward another reality transformed by God’s purposes and action. Questions for reflection and 
discussion are included at the end of each chapter, making these books ideal for individual or group study.
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GROUP STUDY SERIES

The Old Testament for Everyone The New Testament for Everyone Six Themes Everyone Should Know

John Goldingay N. T. Wright Various Authors

INDIVIDUAL VOLUMES: $22.00  $14.30 

COMPLETE 17-VOLUME SET: $360.00  $234.00

INDIVIDUAL VOLUMES: $20.00  $13.00 

ENLARGED PRINT INDIVIDUAL VOLUMES: $24.00  $15.60 

GOSPEL SET: $110.00  $71.50

COMPLETE 18-VOLUME SET: $340.00  $221.00

INDIVIDUAL VOLUMES: $13.00  

The seventeen-volume Old Testament for Everyone 
series, written by internationally respected Old Testament 
scholar John Goldingay, addresses Scripture from Genesis 
to Malachi in such a way that even the most challenging 
passages are explained simply and concisely. The series is 
perfect for daily devotions, group study, or personal visits 
with the Bible.

In the New Testament for Everyone series, Wright 
continues his trademark of bringing the most up-to-
date biblical scholarship to life with engaging writing, 
inspiring anecdotes, and faithful interpretation. 

This expanded edition includes Wright’s updated 
translation of the biblical text, supplemented by 
a new introduction and a dynamic study guide 
tailored for both group study sessions and individual 
contemplation. 

The Six Themes Everyone Should Know series introduces 
biblical books and their main themes. Each volume 
consists of six chapters that present major biblical themes; 
each chapter contains an introduction and three major 
sections: 
• An explanation of the theme 
• The significance of the biblical theme for the life of 

faith 
• An exploration of implications this biblical theme 

offers the church for its ministry 

CLICK TO BROWSE ENTIRE SERIES CLICK TO BROWSE ENTIRE SERIES CLICK TO BROWSE ENTIRE SERIES

Being Reformed Adult Curriculum
LEADER’S GUIDES: $12.00 

PARTICIPANT BOOKS: $8.00 

Being Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding is a series of biblically based mini-courses that provides adults 
with a foundational understanding of the Reformed faith. Each six-session study—written by well-known and 
respected scholars—features Scripture, prayer, in-depth commentary, and questions for reflection. Each study 
addresses its subject from a Reformed theological perspective. Lessons are enhanced through the Leader’s 
Guide, which offers helpful suggestions and direction for group study. The main structure for these guides is the 
rubric Head, Heart, and Hands.

Click the buttons below to browse the categories of the series. Each product has an excerpt on the product page.
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The Present Word

This in-depth Bible study for adults dives deep into God’s Word. Designed by an ecumenical collaborative so 
that participants in multiple denominations are studying the same passages together, participants study the Bible 
over a six-year period, focusing on a specific theme each quarter.

The Leader’s Guide is no-prep, effortless to use, and leadership can be rotated between anyone in the group. 
The Participant’s Book provides helpful information and an optional daily Bible reading plan for each person. 
Worship Leaflets enhance the Bible study by pulling in elements of worship into each lesson. Click each link in 
this paragraph to download a sample.

SESSION FLOW
The Present Word aims to have participants know the content of the Bible, understand the message of the Bible 
in light of their experiences and relationships, and be aware of God’s redeeming love in our lives. Each session 
follows the structure below.

• Opening Worship—gathering time and prayer
• Scripture and Bible Study—reading the Scripture, background information, and reflections on the text
• Stepping into the World—reflection on the relevance of the Scripture to today
• Closing Worship—closing prayer

PURCHASE OPTIONS
The Leader’s Guide and Participant’s Book are available each quarter in regular and large-print editions. 
Additionally, The Participant’s Book can be purchased as an ebook from Amazon. The Worship Leaflets are 
available in regular print edition only.

Join our subscription program to have The Present Word automatically shipped to your congregation each quarter. 
Contact customer service by email at customer_service@presbypub.com or by phone at (800) 553-4371 to set up 
your subscription.

YEARLONG ADULT GROUP STUDY

DOWNLOAD SAMPLES, SCOPE & SEQUENCE, & MORE

CLICK TO BROWSE THE PRESENT WORD
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