SMALL CHURCH RESOURCE GUIDE

SUPPORTING WORSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMUNITY

Small churches are the heart of their communities, offering deep connections, faithful witness, and dedicated ministry, often
with limited resources. We recognize the unique challenges small congregations face—whether it's finding adaptable worship
materials, supporting lay leadership, or sustaining meaningful mission work. This guide is designed to help you navigate
those challenges by providing thoughtfully curated books and curriculum in one place so that you can easily find what will
work for your congregation.

Each section highlights key resources and materials to help deepen your ministry, whether you're looking for broad
support or guidance on a specific topic. Whatever your ministry needs, we hope these resources equip and inspire you for
faithful service.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

* Browse by category using the buttons below to find resources that meet your church’s needs.
* Click on covers and text links to view more details and purchase.
* Look for blue buttons and text links to access excerpts and additional resources.

LEADERSHIP & LAY MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TRAINING & POLITY

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP MISSION-BUILDING
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CONGREGATIONAL CARE AT EVERY AGE
PASTORAL MINISTRY & CAREGIVING MINISTERING DURING GRIEF

PREACHING & LECTIONARY RESOURCES WORSHIP & MUSIC RESOURCES

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PRO TIP: Bundle Purchases to Save on Shipping

We hear from many customers concerned about shipping costs, and we completely understand. As
a smaller organization, we don’t have the bulk shipping discounts that large retailers like Amazon
do, which means our shipping costs are simply higher. Also, we never charge more than what we're
charged.

One way to make shipping more cost-effective? Bundle your purchases! Since the base shipping
cost applies to every order, combining multiple items into a single purchase lowers the per-item
shipping cost. With the everyday discount you receive on many books from PC(USA) Store, when you
bundle your purchases, we think you'll find that your overall cost is lower than at other retailers.
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https://www.pcusastore.com/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664268617/proclaiming-the-parables.aspx

LEADERSHIP & LAY MINISTRY

ADDITIONAL BOOKS FOR LEADERSHIP GUIDANCE

SPIRIT-DRIVEN

LEADER

SEVENKEYS TO

SUCCEEDING
UNDER PRESSUFR

CARNEGIE SAMUEL CALIAN

Best for all leaders,
within and beyond
the church.

READ EXCERPT

Part-Time Is Plenty

Thriving without Full-Time Clergy
G. Jeffrey MacDonald
ISBN: 9780664265991

$27.00 $17.55 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

Part-Time Is Plenty offers small churches with limited budgets and staff a practical
and inspiring guide to reimagining ministry. Author and part-time pastor Jeffrey
MacDonald draws on real-life examples to show how congregations can move beyond
survival mode by embracing part-time models as opportunities for renewed lay
leadership, deeper community engagement, and vibrant spiritual life. With its hopeful
vision and concrete strategies, this book is an essential resource for congregations
seeking to build a sustainable and faithful leadership framework in today’s rapidly
changing church landscape.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

Transforming
Church SPIRITUAL Book of
{ ! LEADERSHIP Confessions
tonflict

for Study Edition
ised

Revise
CHURCH

/ N OFFICERS
‘) in Action
J;_, e,

JOAN S. GRAY

Compassionate

Now Including the
Confession of Belhar

DEBORAH VAN DEUSEN HUNSINGER
THERESA F. LATINI

Best for all PC(USA)
leaders and
members studying
the confessions.

Best for elders and
deacons in the
PC(USA).

Best for leaders in
church settings who
work to mediate
conflict.

READ EXCERPT READ EXCERPT READ EXCERPT

Professional

C yz//z/ll/('a:n

SARAH BEREZA

Professional Christian: Being

Wounded Pastors: Navigating

Fully Yourself in the Spotlight

of Public Ministry, by Sarah

Bereza
EXCERPT

|| James Fenimore

ndjaﬂi'é"s Fenimore

Burnout, Finding Healing, and
Discerning the Future of Your
Ministry, by Carol Howard &

EXCERPT

for
Pastors)

The Presbyterian Handbook

for Pastors
EXCERPT

SELF-CARE BOOKS FOR PASTORS & OTHER LEADERS
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING & POLITY

Revised for the New Directory for Worship Selected tO Serve' Second Edition

A Guid Church Lead
SeleCted Earl gljo:rwj;ojlr:,Jr. e Reaaerns

ISBN: 9780664266745

tO S er Ve $24.00 $15.60 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

. This useful guide for church leaders covers all aspects of officer training: call, duties,
A Guide for Church Leaders , , o . o1 .
ethics, the Presbyterian Constitution, and much more. Congregations will find this
Second Edition . . . .. .
o resource indispensable for the recruitment and training of effective church leaders.

Earl S. Johnson, Jr., has updated this best-selling book to include the revised Directory
for Worship in the Book of Order.

w
i

Earl S. Johnson, ]Jr.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

ADDITIONAL BOOKS

Reiedfor b e Disciey T Wrboe Revised for the New Directory for Worship REVISED FOR THE NEW FORM OF GOVERNMENT
Making The - . u
DISCIPLES : resbyterian ==
N Presbyterian Polity || i
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Newly Update d\
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LEADERS
Leader Development

Second Edition

Leader Guide

U
Jlhy

STEVEN P. EASON and E. VON CLEMANS
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An Essential Guide

PAUL S. WRIGHT

REVISED BY STEPHENS G. LYTCH CARLOS E. WILTON

Best for PC(USA) Best for ruling elder Best for deacon Best for PC(USA) Best for PC(USA)

leadership training, training. English, training. English, leaders looking for leaders looking for

including a leader’s Korean, and Spanish. ~ Korean, and Spanish. ~ a comprehensive the “why” behind

guide and participant interpretation of the “what” of

workbook. the Book of Order. Presbyterian polity.
ENGLISH EXCERPT ENGLISH EXCERPT

LEADER EXCERPT KOREAN EXCERPT KOREAN EXCERPT

PARTICIPANT EXCERPT  spAN|SH EXCERPT SPANISH EXCERPT READ EXCERPT READ EXCERPT

MORE LEADERSHIP STUDY OPTIONS

Being Reformed Workbooks and Studies provide many resources for leadership training, including the
Transformational Leaders study (includes Leader’s Guide and Participant’s Book in English), the Ruling Elders: Formation,
Workbook One (available in English, Korean, and Spanish); and the Ruling Elders: Transformation, Workbook Two
(available in English and Spanish).

Downloadable Studies offer practical, congregation-wide leadership resources as single-purchase downloads that can be
shared freely within your church. Browse the curated collection, plus download a free article: Leading Effective Meetings.
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https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/244744066426809_00000155109.pdf
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https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/244500066426677_00000155107.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/250771066426673_00000165841.pdf

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

GODS
GIFT OF
.GENEROSITYA
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GRATITUDE BEYOND\\ \
STEWARDSHIP ‘

KARL B. TRAVIS

Beyond the
Offering Plate

A Holistic
Approach

to

Stewardship /
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¥
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Adam J. Copeland, editor

Foreword by Dorothy C. Bass

For church leaders and
stewardship committees.
Includes reflection questions
and life applications at the
end of each chapter.

READ EXCERPT

THE

GHRISTIAN

SPENDING, GIVING, AND

LIVING WITH A CONSCIENCE

MIKE SLAUGHTER

For group study with adults. Discussion
questions are included and a free, in-depth

Stewardship Study Guide is available.
READ EXCERPT

God’s Gift of Generosity
Gratitude beyond Stewardship

Karl B. Travis
ISBN: 9780664261276

$28.00 $18.20 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

God’s Gift of Generosity is an inspiring and practical guide for pastors and lay leaders in
small congregations who want to reframe stewardship not as obligation, but as joyful

response to God’s abundance.

With a free downloadable group guide, it’s ideal for churchwide study and planning,
offering accessible theology, deep encouragement, and real tools to help your

congregation grow in gratitude and giving.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

ADDITIONAL BOOKS

Ewmgi
Together

A Stewardship Guide for Families:

Stewardship
Companion

Lectionary Resources
- {

for Preaching

For group or family study.
Includes a robust leader’s

For pastors, worship
leaders, and stewardship

guide so anyone can lead a committees.
group.
GOOGLE PREVIEW
AVAILABLE READ EXCERPT
The Pios .
Big Book

Preshylerian Stewardship

Includes discussion questions, inventories,
sample plans, and other practical resources.

GOOGLE PREVIEW AVAILABLE

% PC(USA)

STORE

For church leaders and stewardship committees.

W Foreword by
Bob [_ang ng

For church leaders and
stewardship committees.
Includes sermon illustrations
and other worship resources.

GOOGLE PREVIEW AVAILABLE

MODEL SERMONS ON MONEY AND POSSESSIONS

For pastors and Worshlp
leaders.

GOOGLE PREVIEW

AVAILABLE
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MISSION-BUILDING

Helping Your Church
Rethink Its Mission and Practice

Sailboat Church

Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice
Joan S. Gray
ISBN: 9780664259587

$20.00 $13.00 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

Sailboat Church offers a powerful and practical framework for small congregations
ready to rediscover their identity and purpose. Using the metaphor of rowing versus
sailing, Gray invites churches to shift from a mindset of control and scarcity to one of
openness, trust, and spiritual discernment. Especially useful for small churches facing
limited resources, this book provides actionable insights, discussion prompts, and a
40-day prayer guide to help leaders and members cultivate spiritual practices, embrace
their gifts, and move forward with renewed energy and clarity. Ideal for sessions,
leadership teams, or congregation-wide study.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

The

SOUL
of
DISCERNMENT

\H””“Wﬁ

LYY

A Spiritual Practice
for Communities and Institutions
ELIZABETH
LIEBERT

Author of The Way of Discernment

Takes groups through
the Social Discernment
Cycle to answer the
question, “How is God
leading us, individually
or together, to act in this
particular moment in our
organization?”

Each chapter includes

a spiritual practice,
often called Awareness
Examen. When
applicable, separate
versions intended for
individuals and groups
are included.

READ EXCERPT

" BIGGER
TABLE

Burrpine

Mgssy,
AUTHENTIC,
AND HoPEFUL

SpiriTuaL COMMUNITY

JOHN PAVLOVITZ

Foreword by Jacqueline J. Lewis

Uses the metaphor
of building the bigger
table Jesus imagined
to practice radical
hospitality, total
authenticity, messy
diversity, and agenda-
free community.

The book ends with a

comprehensive study
guide and sermon series

outline. A downloadable

book club guide is also
available.

READ EXCERPT

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
FOR YOUR CONGREGATION

Describes how six
spiritual practices that
congregations can do
together can help with
congregational life and
discernment.

Discussion questions
are included at the end
of each chapter.

READ EXCERPT
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EIE

Welcoming

CONGREGATION

ROOTS and FRUITS
of Christian Hospitality

Henry G. Brinton

py WILL WILLIMON

Provides stories of
inclusion, examples
of the best practices
of truly welcoming
congregations, and
suggestions about
hospitable practices
that can be used by
churches across the
social and theological
spectrum.
Discussion questions
and an action plan
areincluded in each
chapter.

READ EXCERPT
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Being Reformed Studies
provide a number of
resources for mission and
social justice, including
the Call to Mission

study, which includes

a Leader's Guide (in
English and Korean) and
a Participant's Book (in
English and Korean).
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Neighborhood Church

Transforming Your Congregation into a Powerhouse for Mission
Krin Van Tatenhove & Rob Mueller
ISBN: 9780664264789

$22.00 $14.30 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

" KRIN VAN TATENHOVE & ROB MUELLER

Interprets five spiritual
practices for individuals
and congregations

to prepare readers

to engage racism,

mass incarceration,
environmental crises,
divisive politics, and
indifference that imperil
justice and beloved
community.

Discussion questions
are included at

the end of each
chapter. Additionally,

a downloadable
congregational guide
helps put the book into
action.

READ EXCERPT

- JOHN R
. CLEGHORN
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TO CREATE COMMUNITY
& HOUSE OUR NEIGHBORS

Inspires churches to
examine their unique
abilities and resources
to tackle housing
insecurity in their
community.

A downloadable
congregational guide

BUILDING
=G00D LIFE
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FOR ALL

TRANSFORMING INCOME INEQUALITY
IN OUR COMMUNITIES N
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Y
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L. SHANNON JUNG

Explores four
transformational
strategies to address
income inequality.

Discussion questions are
included at the end of
each chapter. Additional
video introductions for

provides a roadmap to
enact the innovative
strategies from the
book.

READ EXCERPT

each chapter are also
available.

READ EXCERPT
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Neighborhood Church is a vital resource for small congregations ready to rediscover their
purpose by connecting deeply with their neighborhoods. Grounded in practical wisdom
and real-life stories, this book helps churches become vibrant, engaged partners in
their communities —right where God has planted them. With additional free resources
including a church study guide, sermon ideas, and downloadable content in Spanish
and Korean, Neighborhood Church equips even the smallest congregation to reflect God’s
love, grace, and justice in meaningful, transformative ways. Video resources also help
bring the book’s vision to life. All additional resources are available here.

ADDITIONAL BOOKS

Christians and Muslighs
\ Building Community }
5 A :
8

TEN ESSENTIAL STRATEGIES

for Becoming

a Multiracial Congregation

Uses models for
cultivating empathy and
interfaith awareness to
move from neighborly
intention to real dialogue
and common action

with Muslims in your

Aims to help churches
build immunity from
racial and ethnic
tensions to build
communities that
celebrate diversity.

Set up like a workbook,

this resource includes community.
lessons, questions Includes a discussion
for conversation, and guide for group study

spaces for journaling.
READ EXCERPT

with links to video clips,
a timeline of the first
Muslim communities,
and a glossary of Arabic
terms related to Islam.

READ EXCERPT
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Modern Kinship: A

Rethinking the Christian

A Wedding Sourcebook, ed.
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MINISTERING DURING GRIEF

~ beautiful

CHRISTIAN STRUGGLE
with
SUFFERING, GRIEF,
and

HOPE

Christian M. M. Brady

Beautiful and Terrible Things

A Christian Struggle with Suffering, Grief, and Hope
Christian M. M. Brady
ISBN: 9780664266127

$22.00 $14.30 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

With deep faith, knowledge of Scripture, and the wisdom that comes only from
experience, Christian Brady, an expert on Old Testament lament, guides readers grieving
losses and setbacks of all kinds in voicing their lament to God, reflecting on the nature
of human existence, and persevering in hope. Brady finds that rather than an image of
God managing every event and action in our lives, the biblical account describes the very
real world in which we all live, a world full of hardship and calamity that often comes
unbidden and unmerited. Yet, it also is a world into which God lovingly intrudes to
bring comfort, peace, and grace. A downloadable group reading guide is also available.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

ADDITIONAL BOOKS

All Our Losses
All Our Griefs

Resources for
Pastoral Care

Kenneth R. Mitchell - Herbert Anderson

ALLAN HUGH COLE JR.
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THROUGH MISCARRIAGE

FOREWORD BY PHYLLIS TICKLE

This classic and highly
recommended book
explores the origins
and dynamics of grief,
loss throughout life,
caring for those who
grieve, and the theology
of grieving. This
examination is enriched
by vivid illustrations
and case histories

of individuals whose
experiences the authors
have shared.

ACCESS GOOGLE PREVIEW

This brief book explains
the process of grief,
identifies ways of
coping, and reminds
us of the hope that we
can find in mourning.
Cole describes what it
takes to be engaged in
good mourning instead
of endless suffering
and demonstrates how
faith and prayer can

be practical tools in

rebuilding life after loss.

READ EXCERPT

Grandpa’s Window is a
touching exploration
of a child's experience
of loss that encourages
creativity and self-
expression in the midst
of grief. The book
includes a note for
adults and a discussion
and activity guide for
children is available for
download.

READ EXCERPT

DOWNLOAD
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Barrett draws on

her own painful
experiences, as well

as on interviews with
others who have gone
through the devastation
of miscarriage, in an
effort to help women
grieve pregnancy loss.
She also offers some
practical advice such as
breaking the news to
others and coping with
insensitive comments.

READ EXCERPT

Pathways to Strength and Renewal
after the Death of a Child

i e :
Rather than prescribing
a path that will lead to
recovery, Pilgrimage
through Loss encourages
parents to find the
pathways that work for
them as they seek to
engage life again with
meaning and hope.
Each chapter includes
questions for reflection
and discussion, plus
recent research on grief
and loss.

READ EXCERPT

A STUDY OPTION FOR ENGAGING THE CONGREGATION IN CARE PRACTICES

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living is a curriculum series based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers.

The Comfort Those Who Mourn unit explores how mourning includes a number of losses: a loved one, a job, a relationship. Through the

practice of comforting one another, community bonds are strengthened and those who suffer are restored. While the Follow Me series
has a number of package and purchase options, the Congregational Guide and Small-Scale Package are ideal for small congregations.

LEARN ABOUT THE SERIES | WATCH VIDEOS ABOUT THE SERIES & EACH COMPONENT
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PREACHING & LECTIONARY RESOURCES

The Preacher’s Bible Handbook

O. Wesley Allen, Jr.
ISBN: 9780664263072

$47.00 $30.55 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!

The Preacher’s Bible Handbook offers concise, insightful overviews of every book of the
Bible, helping preachers understand the historical background, literary structure, and
theological themes before diving into a passage. Written by top scholars with the preacher
in mind, it's an essential first step in weekly sermon preparation, making it easier to place
any passage into its full biblical context.

The
Preacher’s

Handbook

%

Ideal for small churches, this is a primary handbook no preacher should be without.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

MUST-HAVE BOOKS FOR SERMON & WORSHIP PREPARATION

A Guide to Preaching and Leading Worship, by
William H. Willimon

New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition

THE

WESTMINSTER
STUDY BIBLE

with the Deuterocano
Apocryphal Books

The Westminster Study Bible, edited by
Emerson B. Powery, Mary F. Foskett, Stacy
Davis, & Brent A. Strawn

Preaching and
Leading Worship

EXCERPT
DOWNLOAD A SAMPLE

AFFORDABLE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY RESOURCES

+ Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship | BROWSE SERIES
*Con nections

» Everyday Connections is a 52-week devotional that many preachers use as a primary resource
AlLectionary Commentaryfor Preaching and Wonship for weekly sermon prep. EXCERPT
» Connections Worship Companions offer complete liturgies, from the call to worship to the closing
charge. EXCERPT
* Feasting on the Word: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship | BROWSE SERIES
» Daily Feast is a 52-week devotional that many preachers use as their primary resource for
weekly sermon prep. EXCERPT
» Feasting on the Word Worship Companions provide liturgical pieces used in preparing for worship.
EXCERPT

BOOKS IDEAL FOR CRAFTING LECTIONARY-BASED AND THEMATIC SERMON SERIES
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FEASTING onthe WORD-

PREACHING GOD'S
TRANSFORMING

JUSTICE

meWomen's
Lectionary

PREACHING THE WOMEN OF THE
BIBLE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

SERIES

MATIC PLANS FOR YEARS A. B, AND C
E=m

ASHLEY M.WILCOX

|\ 74

A Preacher’s Guide to Lectionary

The Women'’s Lectionary: Preaching God's Transforming Justice

Preaching the Women of the Bible
throughout the Year

EXCERPT

Sermon Series: Thematic Plans for
Years A, B, and C

Vol.1 | Vol.2
EXCERPT FROM VOL 1

Three lectionary commentaries for
years A, B, and C

EXCERPT FROM YEAR A
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WORSHIP & MUSIC RESOURCES

i BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP

The Book of Common Worship is a must-have group of resources for
Presbyterian pastors, church musicians, and liturgical leaders. The primary
book includes everything church leaders need for Sunday worship, the
Christian year, the sacraments, and pastoral and occasional services, such as
ordinations, weddings, wholeness services, and funerals. Additional editions
include the flash drive edition, pastoral edition, and the daily prayer edition.
There are also a number of options for bundles to help you save money.
Purchase options:

* Main Volume (in either printed or flash drive format): $60.00

+ Pastoral and Daily Prayer Editions: $45.00

* Libro de adoracion comun: $39.00

* Book Set: $145.00 (Save $5 vs. purchasing individual books)

* Main Volume Set: $115.00 (Save $5 vs. purchasing individual books)

« Complete Set: $185 (Save $25 vs. purchasing individual books)

CLICK TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ALL RESOURCES

Giory - THE GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL

Glory to God includes over 800 hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs, as well
as worship aids and printed liturgies for Sunday services (including baptism
and the Lord's Supper) and services for daily prayer. Complete orders of
service include congregational responses, prayers, and creeds. These are
perfect resources for “green” congregations, camps and conference centers,
daily prayer services, and time-pressed pastors. There are many editions
and formats to ensure your congregation has exactly what they need for
worship.

BROWSE ALL RESOURCES
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

A Guide to Bible Basics
Tyler D. Mayfield
ISBN: 9780664263454

A $27.00 $17.55 You save 35% every day at PC(USA) Store!
. Perfect for small group study, A Guide to Bible Basics is an easy-to-use reference for
G ul d e answering biblical questions as they arise. Whether you're wondering where to find a
. particular story or how different people and events connect across Scripture, this book
to B | b | e offers quick summaries and clear outlines for every book of the Bible —without diving

into complex commentary.

Basics

Designed for beginners and seasoned churchgoers alike, it’s a trusted go-to resource
for building confidence in Bible study and deepening understanding together.

DOWNLOAD AN EXCERPT

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR SMALL CHURCH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

TYLER D. MAYFIELD

RESOURCE GUIDES TO MAKE RESEARCH EASY

In addition to this small church resource guide, we have additional guides to help churches find the resources that are perfect for them.
In the area of Christian education, the following resource guides are available:

* Group Study

+ Advent (includes group study, devotional, and preaching resources)
+ Lent (includes group study, devotional, and preaching resources)

* Presbyterian (includes group study and leadership resources)

DOWNLOADABLE STUDIES

Downloadable studies offer practical group study resources as single-purchase downloads that can be shared freely within your church.
Popular downloadable study categories include:

» Advent Study Packs (Adult and Youth)
* Lent Study Packs (Adult and Youth)

+ Bible Study (Adult)

* Spirituality (Adult)

* Youth Studies

+ Parenting Studies

A YEAR-LONG BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM

PPPPPPPPPP ' The Year of the Bible
' "~ AGuide to Reading Scripture, Newly Revised
The newix .
James E. Davison
YEAR The , - . -y
YEAR This popular, comprehensive Bible-reading program for individuals and group study
(R ff ing introduction to biblical th d Complete with a detailed
i offers a sweeping introduction to biblical themes and concepts. Complete with a detaile
BIBLE o reading schedule for every day of one year, The Year of the Bible leads participants to a
A% e to Reading BIBLE better understanding of Scripture and a greater sense of community within the church.
Scripture Together A Guide Newcomers to Scripture and longtime Bible readers alike will find their Christian faith
i Readine enhanced and feel a sense of accomplishment from reading the Bible in its entirety.

JAMES E. DAVISO

Participant Book | EXCERPT

JAMES E. DAVISON Program Guide for Leaders | EXCERPT
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