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Introduction

It should be easier than telling someone about your favorite television
program. It should be easier than sharing your enthusiasm for a particular
team. It should be easier than liking something on Facebook. It certainly is
more important and invites others into a life-changing experience. Telling
another person about God’s love in Jesus Christ and the difference that has
made in your life should be the easiest thing of all.

But most of us have not found it to be easy. We worry about what to say.
We wonder how our words will be received. We are uncomfortable talking
about ourselves. We are concerned about intruding into another’s space. And
we certainly don’t want to sound judgmental.

Yet what could be more rewarding than guiding someone else to the
abundant life of grace and love that we have come to know in Jesus Christ?
What could be more significant than leading someone to the source of life’s
meaning and purpose? What could be more joyful than welcoming someone
into the body of Christ, the community of faith? What could be more
fulfilling than cooperating with God’s healing and reconciling work?

The resources Engage: Gospel, Engage: Discipleship, and Engage: Mission
have been created to make sharing the good news of Jesus Christ just a bit
easier. Putting in a good word for Jesus, especially among people needing to
hear that word, is never easy. But joining together to share our faith openly,
to enlarge our understanding, to connect our stories with God’s redemptive
story, to practice various approaches, and to encourage and pray for one
another will make our call to be evangelists easier.

Yes, you are called to be an evangelist! You are called to share your faith
in Jesus Christ and to serve others in his name. You are called to embody and
proclaim love in the midst of fear, life in the midst of death, and hope in the
midst of despair. You are called to share a passion for the ongoing ministry of
Jesus Christ. It may not be the easiest thing you have been called to do, but it
is by far the most rewarding. Grace and peace to you!

Boyd Lien






Aligning Our Lives
with God’s Mission

Scripture
Acts 2:42—47 Believers follow the daily lives of the apostles.

Ephesians 4:1-16 Each is given grace and gifts by God.

Prayer

O God, we are grateful for your love in Christ that continues to mold us and
form us as your children. As our lives are aligned with your compassion and
mission, may we experience our unity in you and our growing maturity as
directly related to joining you in mission. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Encounter

We can no longer simply wait in our churches for people to show up. We
have lost home-court advantage. The church is no longer at the center of
culture. People are not waking up each day thinking that if the church simply
had its act together, they would get up and go. Even though many people in
our culture are spiritually sensitive, the bad news for the church is they do not
see our gatherings as offering helpful resources for their journey. The church
is not on their radar.

In Engage: Gospel we explored how our own stories of faith and the
larger witness of Scripture are essential avenues for connecting with people
beyond the church walls. In Engage: Discipleship we examined the discipleship
directions that allow us to go deeper in our relationships and follow Jesus into
the fullest life possible.

Our purpose in Engage: Mission is to explore what it means to be the
church within our communities. If people are not showing up in our
buildings, what does it mean for us to be the church where they live? We
will explore what it means to be a sent people (Matthew 28:18-20). We will
address the sending capacity of our churches. In other words, what does it
look like to be missionaries to our own neighborhoods? The latest statistics
describe America as the fourth largest mission field in the world.

Part of our experience in Engage: Gospel was to encounter the witness of
Scripture as God’s loving, redemptive mission to rescue a broken world.



We examined how our stories of transformation are part of God’s mission to
transform a world.

In Engage: Mission we engage the notion that God is already at work in
our communities. We begin the process of discerning how we can join God
in what God is already up to in our communities. We will affirm once again
that our mission is to join God in healing the brokenness that is not only
inside us but also around us. A major question addressed in this resource is
“How will the church help us align our lives with God’s mission?”

I
—_-———

Read Ephesians 4:1-16, Paul’s vivid picture of the nature of a
community aligned with the mission of God.

First, this is clearly a community centered in Christ. As different as
individuals are from one another, all are made one by the peace of Christ.
Second, Christ gives gifts to the church to equip the saints to accomplish
God’s mission: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Through
these gifts each disciple is built up and equipped so that all can cooperate in
God’s mission and not be distracted.

Some in the community of faith have a gift of apostleship; they have a
heart for people beyond the church. Some have a prophetic gift; they help
focus and align the gospel to our particular context. Some have a gift of
evangelism; they freely share the good news of Christ with others. Some
have a gift of serving as pastor; they nurture people along the faith journey.
Some have a gift of serving as teacher; they instruct and challenge people in
living as disciples. Paul is clear that each one of these gifts is a crucial aspect
of the expansive nature of God’s mission. Through the church, a community
gifted with apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, people are
equipped and nurtured to carry out God’s mission in homes, workplaces,
schools, and neighborhoods.

Our focus is on what it takes to align our lives with God’s mission. How
can local congregations better articulate the gospel by helping members
authentically live the life of Christ beyond the walls of the church? What
missional practices nurture growing disciples to be on mission as ambassadors
of the kingdom of God?

In Engage: Discipleship, we defined discipleship as the ministry of
equipping and nurturing the followers of Christ for mission. Therefore,
we continue to provide missional practices that are necessary for sending
disciples into our surroundings as people of love, peace, and justice. The
church can no longer solely feed the spiritual needs of its members. Our
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call is to train people to engage in God’s mission in our neighborhoods and
communities.

Our foundational belief is that in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus,
God’s purpose for the world is realized. We must then pursue those practices
that will lead us into living the life of Christ.

Read Acts 2:42—47. Led by the Holy Spirit, the disciples
of Christ exhibit the new life through five practices.

Joining in worship: It is essential that we give our praises to God on a
regular basis. The gods of culture are seductive and are always demanding
our worship. Regular corporate praise and thanks focused on God keeps us
engaged in God’s mission.

Involvement with Scripture: In both our personal and corporate
encounters with Scripture, we engage the purposes and character of God.
As we immerse ourselves in God’s story, we are inspired to go deeper into
our own stories. Also, ways to focus not only on the spiritual needs of our
members but also on the needs of those beyond the church are revealed.

Practice of prayer: Prayer undergirds everything. Our words and deeds
come from our time in prayer.

Sharing in fellowship: Fellowship is essential to the formation of a
sending community. In this fellowship we are nurtured and held accountable
in the life of Christ through the Word, sacraments, and prayer. It is not
possible to be on this mission alone!

Breaking bread: There is nothing like sharing meals together to make us
aware of our need for one another and the gifts of God. Often it is around
meals that the differences we bring to the community find their unity in the
saving love of God in Jesus.

Engage

In Engage: Discipleship, we examined various spiritual practices that enable us
to connect more deeply with people inside the body of Christ so that we can
be equipped as people of God and then sent out into the neighborhood. We
are always asking, “How are our lives becoming more and more like the life
of Christ? How are these practices leading us into deeper intimacy with God
and instilling personal humility? Are they increasing our willingness to enter
into our own pain and the suffering of others and instilling a desire to step
out in faith and risk our lives for the kingdom?”

Mission is all about relationships. We are in the body of Christ, going
deeper in our relationships with one another so that we will be equipped and
nurtured for intentional mission through our own lives. Part of our alignment
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with the mission of God is being aware of the people in our lives who are not
connected to the faith community. We covered one way of being on mission
in the gathering titled “Out” in Engage: Discipleship. We must be continually
aware of the people in our lives. However, another part of our mission is the
justice of God.

As we are in alignhment with God’s mission, we recognize in deeper ways
the connection between faith sharing and justice. Ray Jones reflects: “One of
the important lessons of ministry I learned as a pastor in my last church was
the significance of not only serving people but also including them in the
life of the faith community. On learning that a group of homeless men and
women were living in a tent city about ten miles from our church, a group
of people in the church walked to that community, prayed with people, and
asked about their needs. One of the needs was food during the weekends. A
small group in the church decided to start serving breakfast to these homeless
people on Sunday mornings. They would serve breakfast, have worship
together, and then return to the church for our 11:00 a.m. worship service.
As this ministry continued, they started inviting these homeless men and
women to worship at the church. Soon these men and women were attending
Bible studies at the church and sharing a community meal on Wednesday
nights. As the homeless became more and more a part of our community,
the lives of people started to change. Some of the homeless experienced a
change of life as they entered into a community that loved them and helped
them find places to live and work. People inside the community started to
experience a change of life as they experienced people dying and as they saw
the profound life change in people who had discovered the power of the body
of Christ for the first time.”

Express K
—-——

The following question, or one similar to it, is asked of new disciples when
they unite with the church as members: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple,
obeying his Word and showing his love, to your life’s end?

It is the question once asked of you. As you think about your life from the
time you responded, “I will, with God’s help,” until right now, reflect on how
you have endeavored to keep your promises.

In what ways have you sought to be “Christ’s faithful disciple”?




At what times have you been aware of “obeying his Word and showing
his love™?

Just as at the beginning of Engage: Discipleship, it is beneficial at the
beginning of Engage: Mission to complete a simple inventory. Significant
change often happens when we take stock of our lives and determine ways to
take further action. First, using the categories of worship, Scripture, prayer,
fellowship, and breaking bread, complete the following:

Worship

In what ways does worship invite and equip you to join in God’s mission?

What specific act of worship challenges you to step out in faithful
discipleship?

Scripture
In what ways do you hear God speak to you and inspire you through the
Scriptures?

What significant insights have you learned about God’s vision for the
world by reading and studying Scripture?

Prayer
In what ways do you engage in prayer, both personally and within the
community?




What other spiritual disciplines do you practice that guide you in
cooperating with God?

Fellowship

Where in the church do you receive support, encouragement, and
b pp 8
partnership for your ministry?

In what ways does the church’s fellowship bring the community together
for mission?

Breaking Bread

What are your significant times for breaking bread and sharing around
the tables at church?

In what settings do you regularly break bread with the greater community
outside the church?

Second, reflect on the apostle Paul’s image of a community overflowing
with gifts. He writes, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift”

(Ephesians 4:4-7).

What have you discerned to be your gift?

In what ways is your gift being used in God’s mission?
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Pray. This week in your prayers, pray for the gift of discernment, that
among the multitude of voices that cry out for attention you may listen for
and hear the voice of God; that among the array of things demanding your
time you may respond to human need; that among the smorgasbord of
temptations you may be faithful to God. Pray for discernment to know God’s
mission in the world and God’s desire for your life, one gifted and graced by

Jesus Christ.
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